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“Where Art Thou?” 
GENESIS 3:9. 


FROM the days of creation until the close of human 
probation, the eternal God has, in His efforts to help 
man, plied him with questions. These questions were 
not asked that God might learn of man, but that man 
might realize his own ignorance, his own waywardness, 
his own need. Every question God has asked man chal- 
lenges his attitude toward God and his fellow men. 


The first recorded question of God was put to a man 
when he was in hiding. From the reading of the context 
we gather that it was the custom of the Creator to visit 
in the quiet of the evening, face to face with Adam and 
Eve. How long these happy days, months, or years con- 
tinued, we are not told; but one sad day a voice other 
than the voice of God was heeded. The creature dis- 
obeyed his Creator. The page of human history was for 
the first time stained with sin. Oh, the tragedy of that 
hour! What a sad heritage it bequeated to mankind! 
“The wages of sin is death.” “As in Adam all die.” 
Romans 6:23; 1 Corinthians 15:22. 

Doubtless for a moment there was a thrill in this 
willful disobedience, but it was only for a moment. It 
was followed immediately by fear and evil forebodings. 
When God called, Adam should have been calling for 
help: Hurry to my rescue; I have sinned. I am ashamed, 
but is there forgiveness for me? Come, quickly, and 
break the hold Satan has on me. 

But Adam was in hiding. There is no hope for the 
sinner unless he is made to realize his condition. Hence 
the call of God to Adam: “Where art thou?” The same 
question comes to us today. God would make us con- 
scious of our need. He would reveal the ugly nature of 
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sin, for sin blinds, sears, hardens, and deadens. One of 
the greatest of all tragedies is that this generation is fast 
losing the sense of the sinfulness of sin. Oh, how pa- 
thetic is the life that has no clear-cut convictions of right 
and wrong. The only hope for us as sinners. is the 
anointing of our spiritual eyes with heavenly eyesalve 
that we may see with a true perspective. We must, like 
the Saviour of man, love righteousness and hate iniquity. 
Hebrews 1:9. But we will never hate sin until we see 
its awful nature. | 
In many churches today: sin. is seldom mentioned; in 
others its existence is openly denied. Tens of thousands 
are. trying to think of sin as a sort of holdover from 
ancient superstitions. But sin. is _more than a mere 
theolological term. It is a deadly virus that poisons and 
destroys. There are too many prophets who try to heal 
“the fee of the daughter of My people slightly, saying, 
Peace, peace; when there is no peace.” Jeremiah 6:14. 
There can never be peace in the human heart until sin 
is eradicated, for peace and sin cannot dwell together. 
Sin has an ugly history. Behold what it has done! It 
has defiled and cursed the earth. It tore the robe of 
righteousness from our first parents and covered them 
with shame. It has almost obliterated the divine likeness 
that the Creator placed in man. It has weakened and 
dimmed. his physical, mental, and ‘moral powers. Sin 
promises so much, but never keeps its promises. | 
Sin is the blaster of hopes, the robber of purity. Visu- 
alize every unfulfilled hope, every secret heartache, every 
scalding tear. Listen to every tale of woe, to every 
despairing sigh and moan. Feel the weight of a world’s 
physical ills, the shattered nerves, the fevered brow, the 
excruciating pain, the palsied limb. Go to every cemetery 
in every hamlet, in every city, and see the toll that death 
has taken. Look into the tear-stained faces of the mourn- 
s. Go with them back to their homes and see the 
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vacant chairs, feel the loneliness of their sorrow, and 
remember: sin did it! : 

But that. is not all! If you would know the اتد‎ 
of sin, follow the cross- bearing Saviour to the. tugged 
steeps: of Golgotha; wait while they crucify Him, piercing 
His flesh with great nails; hear the thud of the cross as it 
drops into the hole; listen while the Son of God prays; 
watch, while the Creator treads the wine-press alone, car- 
rying ‘the weight af a world’s sins, bearing “the iniquity 
of us all.” . Hear His dying cry as He the Sinless One 
tastes death for the sinner: “My God, My God, why hast 
Thou forsaken Me?” See the bowed head, the broken 
heart, and know that He who had by the. breath of the 
mouth spoken worlds into existence, now, to meet sin’s 
work and ruin, paid the ‘supereme price. ` Sin did it! 

It was the only way to save. Thank God, His love was 
stronger than sin. “Where sin abounded, grace did much 
more abound.” Romans 5:20, “Thou shalt call His name 
Jesus: for He shall save His people from their sins.’ 
Matthew 1:21. ۱ 

God’s. first sii ll the love and امت‎ cher 
` of the heavenly Father. The Creator became a seeker. 
He searched that He might find’ He found the lost that 
He might .restore. : 

Why did God care enough to pay the price of the 
death of His Son to redeem Adam? Could He not cre- 
ate another to take man’s place when sin had brought 
forth death. How many times in contemplating this 
question have we but re-echoed the words: “What is 
man, that Thou art mindful of him? and. the son of man, 
that Thou visitest him?” Psalm 8:4. There is only one 
answer: the loving nature of God. .The world in need 
was dear to the heart of God, and that need. was the 
means of revealing the height and depth. of divine com- 
passion:as demonstrated on the cross of Calvary. “Behold; 
. what: manner.of love the Father hath bestowed upon us.” 
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1 John 3:1. “God so loved the world, that He gave.” 
John 3:16. You ask why God was willing to suffer and 
pay redemption’s price. There is but one answer: “God 
so loved.” 

In the language of Jesus, He had “come to seek and 
to save that which was lost.” Luke 19:10. The divine 
Shepherd left the ninety and nine to search for the one 
that had gone astray. God’s first question should be 
to us a revelation of divine love and evidence of the 
personal interest God has in each creature. There is not 
an unloved soul in all the world. Every prodigal son 
must know that God cares for him. Ever since that first 
call, “Where art thou?” the voice of entreaty has echoed 
and re-echoed in the ears of every man and woman. I 
love to think of Jesus as `The Calling Christ.” He passes 
none by. Whosoever will may come. 


He is calling for you, friend; He passes none by— 

Can’t you hear His sweet voice coming down from the sky? 
You are so precious, so dear to His heart; 

Yield today to His call e’er the Spirit depart. 


Calling, calling, calling; o'er and o'er your name, 
Calling, calling, calling; must He call in vain? 

Though He’s patient, do not linger; heed it while you may, 
For the Christ won't plead forever; but He calls today. 


There comes to mind a story which had its origin when 
Chicago was little more than a frontier village. Near 
this new thriving center lived a deeply pious man by 
the name of Hartman—John Hartman. The Hartmans 
had an only son whom they also named John. He was 
the idol of their hearts. But one evil day, when young 
John was about twenty years of age; a misunderstanding 
took place between him and his father, and a quarrel 
ensued. Bitter, cruel words were spoken. Finally the 
father in thunderous tones ordered the boy from home 


for all time. The son, with a biting retort, replied: “I'll 
go, sit, and be assured 711 never darken these doors again 
until you invite me back.” He turned his back on the old 
home where he had seen such happy times, and joined a 
wagon train bound for the Pacific Coast. Gold had been 
discovered in California, and hundreds were eagerly point- 
ing their faces into the West. 

. Young John Hartman had not been gone many days 
when the battle that raged in the bosom of the father 
between a false pride and love was ended, and love was 
the victor. How rash, how foolish, he had been! But 
the light of the home was gone. Nothing was right— 
he could not eat; he could not sleep. He must find his 
boy. Selling some of the stock to secure funds for his 
journey, and arranging with the neighbors to look after 
things, he started out to find John. He learned that the 
boy had started west, so he also began his journey to 
California. The days seemed weeks, and the weeks— 
months. 

. But at last the wagon train reached its destination, and 
the father looked eagerly for that familiar face. The 
boy was not there. He learned that a lad answering 
John’s description had gone to a certain mining district. 
Eagerly the father again took up the trail. From one 
camp to another he went, always hoping, but never 
. having his hopes fulfilled. 

As the weeks passed, his money became less. He soon 
would have to return home. How much he had suf- 
fered because of his anger! How he longed to put his 
arms around his boy and tell him of his love and welcome 
him home! At a sharp turn in the trail the father saw 
a smooth surface on the ledge of a prominent rock. A 
plan born of love immediately was formed, and almost 
as quickly was executed. In large letters he wrote: “John 
Hartman, your father loves you. Come home.” In many 
likely spots on trails leading to various camps, the same 
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message was written. With a prayer that someday be- 
fore the messages were effaced his son would see and 
heed, the older man started home. 2 

Does God hear prayer? Yes, for it was not long 
until a stalwart youth, eagerly following the trail to a 
newly opened mining camp, suddenly saw the words: 
“John Hartman, your father loves you. Come home.” 
He recognized that handwriting. A lump came up in 
his throat, and a tear ran down his sun-tanned face. 
Then and there the fires of resentment went out. He visu- 
alized the weary days of searching, the constant vigil his 
father had kept; and then he spoke aloud, saying: “Father 
must love me to follow me clear out here.” So he wrote 
on the rocks: “I am going home.” And he went. 

It was love that prompted God’s first question: “Where 
art thou?” It is love that calls today. The same God 
with the same love is searching for the lost. To impress 
upon men this concern of the Creator for the sinner, 
Jesus told three stories. You will find them in the fifteenth 
chapter of Luke. The first is about a shepherd who had 
a hundred sheep. As he brings them to the fold at 
night, he counts them and finds that one is missing. 
Perhaps he recounts to make sure. He has only ninety- 
nine. What does he do? Does he say: I am tired and 
hungry, so I'll let the wandering sheep get back as best 
he can? 

No, he leaves the place of rest and goes into the moun- 
tains and valleys and hunts until he finds the lost sheep. 
The record continues: “And when he hath found it, he 
layeth it on his shoulders, rejoicing. And when he cometh 
home, he calleth together his friends and neighbors, say- 
ing unto them, Rejoice with me; for I have found my 
sheep which was lost.” Then, lest we lose the lesson, 
Jesus added: “I say unto you, that likewise joy shall be in 
heaven over one sinner that repenteth, more than over 
. ninety and nine just persons, which need no repentance.” 
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It is not the sheep that finds the shepherd; it is the 
shepherd that seeks and finds the sheep. From the 
rugged steep of indifference, from the valleys of sin and 
vice, the voice of our seeking Shepherd is calling. God 
wants us to come just as we are. We cannot make our- 
selves better. Sometimes people say: “Oh, I am too 
great a sinner; there is no help for me. But, friend, 
Jesus is seeking great sinners. Believe Him when He 
says: “The Son of man is come to seek and to save that 
which was lost.” Have faith in God's promise: “Though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; 
though they be red like crimson, they shall be as wool.” 
Luke 19:10; Isaiah 1:18. 


God's question revealing His love for man demands 
an answer. “Where art thou?” It calls for an inventory. 
As Paul says in 2 Corinthians 13:5, we must “examine 
ourselves.” It is not so much a question of how we 
stand with our neighbors or in the sight of our friends. 
The all-important question concerns our relationship to 
God. 


“Where art thou?” Are you making progress in the 
development of Christian graces? Are you ready for 
heaven? Where are you? Are you keeping your ap- 
pointments with God? Is prayer a vital factor in your 
life? Are you found regularly in the place of prayer? 
Does your life count in personal service? Is yours a 
positive Christian experience? Are you cultivating your 
talents to the glory of God and the advancement of His 
Kingdom? Have you given all to Jesus in full surrender 
and by faith claimed all that He has promised. “Where 
art thou ۶ 


Your heavenly Father is calling to you. Stop and con- 
sider your course. If perchance the call of His finds 
you wandering from the highway of holiness, heed His 
call, “Come unto Me.” 


, Where Is Thy Brother?” | 
GENESIS 4: 9. 


= GOD’S second question to man is, “Where is . 
thy brother?” It logically follows that first question, 
‘Where art thou?” A man’s first business is to find 
peace with God fot his own soul. Before he can 
help a brother man to find his way, he must know 
the way. Before he can speak persuasively of the fruits 
of s salvation, he must frst “taste and see that the Lord 
is good. 2 i 

This question, “Where is . . . thy brother?” is a chal- 
lenge to our whole code of living. Only the individual 
who has correctly dealt with God’s first question, “Where 
att thou?” by responding to His call to fellowship, by 
accepting His mercy and pardon, basking in the sunshine 
of His presence, will fale. this second question seriously. 

The story that brings to us this question is an old one 
recorded. in Genesis 4. Two sons had been given to 
Adam and Eve—Cain and Abel. No doubt from child- 
hood they had been instructed by precept and example in 
the proper manner of worship and the offering of sac- 
rifices which typified the promised Saviour (Genesis 
3:16), whose death would make an atonement for sin. 
As the two boys grew into manhood, Abel became a 
. herdsman, while Cain chose to be a farmer. Perhaps 
for some time when sacrifices were offered, Cain obtained 
a lamb from the flocks of Abel and was as careful as 
his brother in obeying the God- -given instruction for 
worship; but in time another voice insisted on being 
heard. Questions were raised by Cain: Why must I bother 
to secure a lamb for an offering? Why not bring the 
fruit of my own toil? Why not be independent of my 
brother? My produce is of equal value, and besides, 
what difference can it make? Why be so particular? 

Cain pondered these questions; they made an appeal 
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to his mind. The arguments surely seemed sound. Had 
anyone tried to tell Cain the final outcome of his inde- 
pendent course, he would no doubt have laughed at 
their fears. He intended to worship. He would continue 
to acknowledge allegiance and respect to God—but in 
his own way. Like millions of his successors, he did 
not realize that the least departure from the expressed 
commands of God is a step toward the ranks of God's 
enemy. 

Have you ever wondered why there are so many creeds, 

doctrines, and forms of worship, when there is but one 
Bible, one hope, one Lord, one faith, one baptism? 
Ephesians 4:5. You will find the answer in the devil’s 
argument to men that it doesn’t make any difference about 
the methods and details of your worship. His way prom- 
ises broad-mindedness and independence, but it always 
ends in bondage and death. “There is a way which 
seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the 
ways of death.” Proverbs 14:12. 
. When Cain brought his offering of the fruit of the 
ground, it was not accepted by the Lord, for in it was 
no reference to the guilt of sin nor to the saving blood 
of Christ. And when he saw that his brother’s sacrifice 
had met with divine favor while his was rejected, Cain 
became envious. و نے‎ 

His attitude toward his brother now became sullen 
and morose. He blamed everyone but himself. Every 
display of the divine presence at the altar of Abel fed 
the passion that envy has started. God even deigned 
to reason with Cain. He sought to show him the error 
of his way and promised upon confession complete for- 
giveness. God reminded Cain that he had no cause for 
anger, but that in listening to and obeying the voice of 
Satan he had taken himself away from the path of bless- 
ing. The folly of his course was presented to him; but, 
blinded by envy and false pride, he steeled his heart 
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against the loving appeal of his Maker, stubbornly fol- 
lowing ; the course that led him to become the. first 
murderer. 

Cain ‘was not .so concerned with missing the blessing 
of divine acceptance at his altar as he was that someone 
else had received it. He was envious. Envy is the seed 
that grows into the tree of hate, and murder is the fruit. 
It was because of envy that the brothers of Joseph sold 
him into Egypt. It was envy that urged King Saul to 
kill David. It was envy that made Haman build the 
gallows for Mordecai. It was envy that caused. Daniel 
to be.thrown to the hungry..lions. When the rabble 
urged on by the high priests cried for the death of Jesus, 
Pilate knew that envy was the spring of their actions. — 

When God asked Cain, “Where is . . . thy brother?” 
Be was seeking to accomplish two things: first to make 
Cain conscious of the enormity of his sin; and, secondly, 
to get him to confess his sin and seek for pardon. God 
had not yet given him up. Divine love was still calling. 
But Cain did not want to face the issue, so he countered 
with the question, “Am I my brother's keeper?” In other 
words, Cain said: I’m looking out for no one. It’s none 
of my business what becomes of Abel. 

Wher judgment was pronounced upon him for the 
murder of his brother, it was only in self-pity that Cain 
replied. Then come the sad words: “Cain went out 
from the: presence of the Lord.” Genesis 4:16. . 

What is our attitude to God’s question. “Where is . 
thy brother?’ True Christianity is summed up in the 
statement: “Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfill 
the law of Christ.” Galathians 6:2. No human being 
has a right to be indifferent to the needs of others. No 
man can live independently of others, “for none of us 
liveth to himself, and no man dieth to himself.” Romans 
14:7.<. Jo: life and in death we radiate an influence, 
and that. influence either tells for right or wrong, for 
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the uplift of society or its deeper degradation. 

“Doing good” is the underlying principle of the gospel. 
‘When God gives us knowledge, truth, experience, He 
expects us in “turn to pass the blessing on to others. We 
are to be channels of blessing. Everyone should look 
upon his life as an opportunity to serve. The apostle 
Paul expressed this truth when he said: “I am debtor both 
to the. Greeks, and to the barbarians; both to the wise 
and the unwise.” Romans 1:14. In the great drama of 
God's. plan for human redemption we are all actors; 
there is no place for mere spectators. All our talents 
are to be developed to the fullest capactiy to the end 
that those whose lives we touch shall be influenced for 
righteousness. If indifference to human woe and phys- 
ical suffering is a mark of paganistic brutality, what must 
God think of our absence of interest concerning the 
spiritual needs of others. The indifference of Cain is 
indelibly marked upon millions of professing church 
members today. Selfish love of ease, personal gain, in- 
dulgence i in worldly pleasure, have dulled our ears to the 
cry of need, blinded our eyes so that we see not the 
condition of our fellow men, hardened our hearts to the 
appeals of perishing millions. “Where is . . thy broth- 
er?’ must echo and re-echo in our hearts until we are 
completely conscious that we are indeed our brother’s 
keeper. 

Is it nothing to you who are temperate in your habits 
that your nation is being debauched by the liquor interests, 
that there are three times as many girls serving as bar- 
maids as are attending the colleges of the country? Do 
you shrug your shoulders at that boy stumbling in his 
walk or lying in the gutter? What of the avalanche of 
crime which is steadily increasing, until our annual crime 
bill is now more than fifteen billion dollars? Is it nothing 
to you that a major crime ts committed in our nation 
every twenty seconds, and that in the criminal army there 
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are nearly three quarters of a million boys and girls. under 
voting age? Does it matter to you that millions of our 
youth attend questionable recreation centers? Care we 
not that thousands of the nation’s girls enter houses of 
prostitution; that more thousands of unmarried expectant 
mothers die at the hands of abortionists ? 

Where are the fifty million in America whose names 
are on church records, who profess to love the ideals and 
teaching of Christ? Every church member could help 
make things better if he really cared. What can you 
do? Listen to this story told by a Civil War soldier: 

“I was a private in one of the western regiments that 
arrived first in Washington after the call for seventy- 
five thousand volunteers. We were given leave to see 
the town. With my comrades I was about to go into a 
tavern when a hand was laid upon my arm. Looking 
up, I saw President Lincoln. I almost dropped with 
surprise and bashfulness, but he held out his hand; and 
as I took it he shook hands in strong western fashion 
and said: ‘I don’t like to see our uniforms going in these 
places.’ That was all he said, and we passed on. We 
would not have gone into that tavern for all the wealth 
of Washington.” 

Every Christian can by precept and n encourage 
the development of the best in others. He can. seek 
to provide the best environment and to exalt the highest 
ideals. It should be the ambition of everyone to make 
the world better for his having lived in it. 

The sinking of the. steamer “Lady Elgin” on inte 
Michigan and the attitude of one member of the volun- 
teer life-saving crew illustrates the attitude Christians 
should bear to every brother man. When this young 
man saw the boat breaking to pieces under the power 
of the storm, and the men and women passengers in 
imminent danger of destruction, he stripped off all sur- 
plus clothing, swam out, and brought one passenger to 
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the shore. He went again and brought another, and 
anoher, until there were eight or nine on the shore of 
Lake Michigan whom he had rescued. 

As he stood trembling before the fire logs which 
had been kindled on the shore, he looked out over the 
lake, and saw another man in peril. He said, “I must 
go again.” Men gathered around him, saying: “It does 
not mean rescue for him for you to go; it means death 
to you.” But he broke from the crowd and plunged 
once more into the icy waters and brought another and 
another to the shore. 

Again he stood by the fire, his strength apparently all 
gone. It seemed as if death had put its icy hand upon 
him. But he looked again toward the wreck and saw 
others in peril. Once more he struck out through the 
storm, and brought others to safety. 

Yet again he looked out, and saw a beam drifting 
toward the shore. Clinging to that beam was a man. 
On closer observation he saw the man’s wife also cling- 
-ing to the timber. As the rescuer stood looking, he saw 
that the beam was drifting around a point of land that 
meant death to those in peril. Weak as he was, he broke 
from the crowd and, plunging into the water, grasped 
the beam. Exerting all his remaining strength, he swung 
it around the perilous point and brought the man and 
his wife safely to land. 

That afternoon, as this young student, pale and ex- 
hausted, talked with his roommate, he said: “Did I do 
my best? Oh, I am afraid I did not do my very best! 

And as he tossed on his bed that night, his roommate 
sat near by endeavoring to soothe and comfort him. He 
said: “You saved seventeen!” 

“Oh,” replied the youth, “If only I could have saved 
one more!” 

May God give to us all hearts of compassion for our 
brother man. - 


“What Doest Thou Here?” 
I KINGS 19:9. 


ONE of the greatest of Bible characters is Elijah the 
Tishbite. None of the sons of Adam were more highly 
honored by the Lord than he. Only two men have es- 
caped the sentence, “As in Adam all die,” and one of 
these was Elijah. Many sincerely believe that Elijah is 
a type of that host of living saints who at the second 
coming of Christ will not see death but will, as the 
Apostle Paul says, be changed from mortality to im- 
mortality, from corruption to incorruption, in a moment 
of time, and be caught up to meet their Lord in the 
air. 1 Corinthians 15:51-53; 1 Thessalonians 4:16, 17. 

Elijah’s earthly existence was not one of sinless per- 
fection. In fact, God plainly says that Elijah was “a man 
subject to like passions as we are.” James 5:17. His God- 
given messages against apostasy, his courageous stand for 
the commandments of God, his dismal failures, and God’s 
patience and long-suffering are especially to be studied 
by this generation. 

God's question, “What doest thou here, Elijah?” was 
put to the prophet in the time of tragic failure. See him 
fleeing when no man pursues. Deeper and still deeper he 
goes into the wilderness. Finally, exhausted and discour- 
aged, he crawls under the shelter of a juniper tree and 
wishes that he might die. 

As one hears the mournful wail of this dejected soul, 
it is hard to believe that he is the same man who had 
fearlessly rebuked the haughty monarch for his apostasies, 
who had by his prayers locked up the windows of heaven 
so that no rain fell for forty-two long months; who by 
a triumph of faith had brought back from the realm of 
the dead the widow’s son. Is this the prophet who had 
challenged the four hundred fifty prophets of Baal and 
. the four hundred prophets of the groves to a test to de- 
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termine the true God; whose prayer had brought fire from 
heaven? From the mountaintops of glorious victories he 
has gone down into the Slough of Despond. It is hard 
to explain such sudden reactions; yet, in a measure, we 
know ful well by experience that he was “a man subject 
to like passions as we are.” | 

Elijah had momentarily taken his eyes off God. In the 
threat of Jezebel he saw defeat. The cause of every failure 
is a lost sense of the presence of God. There can be no 
defeat, no failure, no discouragement, when there is the 
consciousness that God is with us. But to see only our 
difiiculties, to magnify in our minds the power of evil, 
is to choose a course that ever leads to the juniper tree 
of despair. Every child of God can hear the words: “Lo, 
I am with you alway.” Matthew 28:20. “I will never 
leave thee, nor forsake thee.” Hebrews 13:5. He can 
know that they that be for us are more than they that be 
against us. 2 Kings 6:16. With faith in the divine promise 
we can say with the apostle Paul: “Be of good cheer.” 
“For there stood by me this night the angel of God, 
whose I am, and whom I serve.” “It shall be even as 
it was told me.” Acts 27:22-25. 

While hiding in a cave at Horeb, the question of the 
Lord came to Elijah: “What doest thou here?’ How 
Elijah must have blushed at that question! He who always 
had sought to be in the center of God’s will; who had 
found his greatest delight in obeying his Father's com- 
mands, was unable to make a suitable answer. God said: 
I sent you to the brook Cherith, and afterward to the 
widow of Serepta. I commissioned you to return to Israel, 
and to stand before the idolatrous priests on Carmel; and I 
girded you with strength to guide the chariot of the king 
to the gate of Jezreel. But who sent you on this hasty 
flight into the wilderness? What errand have you here? 

We who live in the time of the giving of the final 
Elijah message to the church and the world would do 
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well to make God’s question to His servant of old a per- 
sonal one. What a challenge to our whole program of 
life, our business plans, our spiritual activities, our social 
contacts, and our questionable amusements! You who 
engage in shady business deals, who take undue advan- 
tage in seeking gain, remember there is an eye that sees. 
You face the question of God: “What doest thou here?” 
“I am an unhappy and disappointed man,” said a New 
York banker to his pastor when they were seated for a 
quiet heart-to-heart talk. This was a bit surprising to 
the minister, because to him the banker had always ap- 
peared well satisfied. He had been unusually successful 
in business. He had a charming family and everything 
to make life comfortable and satisfied. Everyting did 
I say? No, not everything. There was one thing he 
acked. “What is your trouble?” asked the minister, 
quietly. see | 

“My tranble,” continued the banker with a deep-drawn 
sigh, “is that although I am a professing Christian I have 
never let God have His way with me. He called me to 
preach when I was a young man in college. There is no 
mistaking it. I knew then and I know now that it was 
His call, but I wanted to make money and reach an in- 
dependent position; and so I turned a deaf ear to His 
call and went my own way. After graduation I plunged 
into money-making, and I have amassed what even men 
in New York call a fortune, but it doesn’t satisfy; I am 
dissatisfied and thoroughly unhappy.” 

Many there are who have definitely heard the call 
to minister the Word as a preacher of the gospel or to 
serve in foreign mission fields, yet have been lured from 
the path of duty by the siren call of riches. To you God 
says: “What doest thou here?” 

It is not wrong to increase riches unless the seul 
tion of wealth is contrary to God’s plan for your life 
or is unjustly obtained. To be where God wants you, to 
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be engaged in the work of His choosing, to be the bearer 
of His message of reconciliation to lost men, constitutes 
` truly successful and happy life. 


What answer would the vast majority of "800 mem- 
bers give to God’s question: “What doest thou here?” 
The curse of unconcern brings the woe of God upon us. 
His condemnation is: “Woe to them that are at ease in 
Zion.” His descriptions of such are: idlers in the market 
place, cumberers of the ground, lamps without light, a 
pretense without practice, a profession of godliness but 
denying the power thereof. 

Where is the passion for lost men that burned in the 
heart of Paul and drove him to seek not substance, but 
souls? Hear his cry of compassion: “I seek not yours, but 
you... I will very gladly spend and be spent for you.’ 
2 Corinthians 12:14, 15. “As much as in me is, I am 
ready to preach the gospel.” Romans 1:15. 


Every city needs a John Knox today. Late on a certain 
night John Knox was seen to leave his study and to pass 
from the house into an enclosure to the rear of it. He 
was followed by a friend, who, after a moment of silence, 
heard his voice as if in prayer. In another moment the 
accents deepened into intelligible words, and the earnest 
petition went up from his struggling soul to heaven: “Oh, 
Lord, give me Scotland, or I die.’ Then a pause of 
hushed stillness, when again Ake petition broke forth: 
“Oh, Lord, give me Scotland, or I die.” Once more all 
was voiceless, noiseless, when, with a yet intenser pathos, 
the thrice-repeated intercession struggled forth: “Oh, 
Lord, give me Scotland, or I die.” Will you be to your 
` city that kind of Christian ? 

The objective of our existence is to glorify God, and 
the manifestation of that glory is seen in unselfish min- 
istry for souls. “Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one 
of the least of these.” Indifference to the physical and 
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spiritual needs of others is marring the divine plan for 
our lives. 

Is it possible that the church of today can profess to 
be looking for the immediate appearing of her Lord, and 
still be unconcerned about the millions who are unpre- 
pared to hail Him with gladness? Is it possible that, 
living on the verge of eternity, we are more concerned 
with things than with souls, that we give more thought 
and time to parties than to prayer, that we seek more to 
get than to give? What are you doing with the life 
that God has preserved? Others have fallen in battle, 
some have been cut down by accident and disease; but 
you have been spared. Why? You have some work to 
do for God. You are “a firebrand plucked out of the 
burning.” “What doest thou here?” 


“What Is That in Thine Hand?” 
۱ EXODUS 4:12. 


CENTURIES had rolled by since the prophecy had been 
given that the descendants of Abraham would be slaves 
“in a land that is not theirs, and shall serve them; and 
they shall afflict them four hundred years. . . . But in 
the fourth generation they shall come hither again.” 
Genesis 15:13-16. Had God forgotten His promise? It 
was:such a long time! The days, years, decades, and 
centuries dragged by slowly. With every passing year the 
plight of the Israelites grew more unbearable. The hope 
of deliverance had almost died in the hearts of this down- 
trodden race, as generation after generation lived and. 
died under the cruel heel of their oppressors. But God 
had not forgotten. He never forgets His promises. 
Though man may forget, God never does. “Yet will I 
not forget thee.” Isaiah 49:15. 

When, according to the prediction, the time of Israel’s 
enslavement was about over, God was, all unknown to 
man, preparing His agency for the fulfillment of His 
promise. It may be that when Moses as a child was 
miraculously preserved, and became heir apparent to the 
throne of Egypt, that hope began to revive in the hearts 
of some. 

The years passed. Then Moses suddenly disappeared, 
and the flickering ray of hope went out. The rage of 
the empire against Moses, the supposed traitor, was vented 
upon the poor slaves. Each passing day the brutality of 
the oppressor became heavier. 

If Moses ever communicated with his people during 
the following forty years, it meant nothing to them. No 
longer was he their hope. What could a sheepherder do 
against the might of Pharaoh? 

: While Moses was leading his sheep by Mount Horeb, 
the God of Abraham spoke to him and said: “I am come 
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down to deliver them from out of the land of the Egyp- 
tians.” Exodus 3:8. No, God had not forgotten His 
people nor His promise. 

Moses was told that he was this chosen instrument 
through which God would accomplish His objective. 
Verses 10-22. He sought to shun the responsibility, plead- 
ing his inability. ‘Then to assure Moses of divine aid 
and guidance, God asked thé question: “What is that 
in thine hand?” Moses said: “A rod.” Exodus 4:2. 
Surely, an old shepherd’s staff was a poor instrument to 
do battle against the might of Egypt, but ‘God moves in 
a mysterious way His wonders to perform.” ` 
. When Moses obeyed God and cast the stick to the 
ground, it sprang to life—a snake. With this rod, God 
said: “Thou shalt do signs.” Verse 17. That shepherd’s 
crook used in obedience to the commands of God was 
exalted to the high title, “the. rod of God.” Verse 20. 
It should encourage our hearts as we read of ‘what was 
accomplishéd by this crude But yielded instruiment.' That 
rod teaches us that God will use our limited talents and 
possessions. As Moses’ rod when yielded to the will 
of God was called “the rod of God,” so the humblest, 
the weakest, the most unimportant soul, as far as human 
rating is concerned, becomes “a son of God” when fully 
consecrated to God. There are no limits to his possibili- 
ties, for he is now a مت وت‎ yana Omp iene 
is working. 

“What is that in thine hind: ee Will j you dedi¢ate your 
تا‎ your possessions, to the work and will of God? 
The youthful David, as he went against Goliath, had a 
sling in his hand. How puny and frail a’ weapon it 
appeared to be in contrast with the spear, the sword, the 
armor of Goliath, the mighty champion of the Philistines! 
But what David had was’ dedicated to a ‘worthy ‘cause. 
It was his best. His best p جات‎ ene Poun 
deliverance. . 
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- How insufficient to human reasoning were the weapons 
of Shamgar, Samson, and Gideon. Of what avail is an 
oxgoad, the jawbone of an ass, or a flickering candle 
against the well-armed, well-trained forces that vastly 
outnumbered them. But God was on the side of His 
servants. All He asked was their best. They. were to 
usė what they had. And these experiences were “written 
for our admonition, upon whom the ends of ‘the world 
are come.’ 1 Corinthians 10:11. 

Too often we hear people lamenting their lack of 
talents. Some claim that they would work for God if 
they had the education, ability, genius, or wealth. Your 
own talents are to be used. What is in your hand? The 
question is not one of how much ability you have, but, 
is what you have dedicated? God can work wonders with 
little, but that little must be consecrated to Him. 


He took a boy’s lunch and made it a feast for thou- 
sands. John 6. He took a fisherman and spoke through 
his lips, and three thousand people sought the way of 
life at the hearing of a single sermon. He took the 
wasted life of the woman of Sychar and remade it a 
vessel for a great revival. He took the midnight song 
of Paul and Silas and brought conversion to the jailer 
of Philippi. 

As hidden away in the tiny acorn is a mighty oak that 
some day will become shade for the beasts of the field, 
a home for the fowls of the air, sturdy beams for the | 
ships that sail the seven seas, beautiful furniture to adorn 
the homes of the wealthy, or a glowing fire that warms 
the hearth from wintry blasts, so in every human being 
there ate pent-up possibilities which when yielded to 
God are immeasurably great. 

“What is that in thine hand?” What a question for 
mothers! Rightly trained, your child may be a Moses, 
a Joseph, a Daniel, or an Esther. But we must remember 
that God rarely ever produces a character like Moses 
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without first producing a mother like Jochebed. Teachers, 
this question is for you. Those children in your classes 
are not there merely to be entertained. God will re- 
quire fruitage from your opportunities. From your class 
may come a Spurgeon, a Whitefield, a Livingstone, or 
a Moody. God does not ask of us the impossible. He 
does ask for our best wholly dedicated. With that He 
will accomplish the seemingly impossible. 


. “What More Could I Do?” . 
ISAIAH 5:4. 


PERHAPS no question recorded in the Bible fills one 
with greater awe than the question of God found in 
the Old Testament parable recorded in Isaiah 5:1-7, 
when He says of His chosen people: _ 

“Now will I sing to My well-beloved a song of My 
beloved touching his vineyard. My well-beloved hath a 
vineyard in a very fruitful hill: and he fenced it, and 
gathered out the stones thereof, and planted it with the 
choicest vine, and built a tower in the midst of it, and 
also made a wine press therein: and he looked that it 
should bring forth grapes, and it brought forth wild 
grapes. And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem, and men 
of Judah, judge, I pray you, betwixt Me and My vineyard. 
What could have been done more to My vineyard, that 
I have not done in it? Wherefore, when I looked that it | 
should bring forth grapes, brought it forth wild grapes? 

“And now go to; I will tell you what I will do to 
My vineyard: I will take away the hedge thereof, and 
it shall be eaten up, and break down the wall thereof and 
it shall be trodden down: And I will lay it waste: it 
shall not be pruned, nor digged; but there shall come 
up briers and thorns: I will also command the clouds 
that they rain no rain upon it. For the vineyard of the 
Lord of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of Judah 
His pleasant plant: and He looked for judgment, but 
behold oppression; for righteousness, but behold a cry.” 

The God of the Bible is called the eternal God, the 
everlasting God, the holy God, the living God, the mighty 
God, the omnipotent God; and yet in this passage we 
see Him apparently at the end of His resources. Omni- 
potence seems helpless. As He beholds the failure of 
His people, the marring of His purpose and plan for them, 
the God of heaven cries out: What more could I do? 
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In His love He exhausted the resources of heaven to pro- 
vide for the restoration of His earthborn children. “God 
so loved the world that He 0ئ‎ His only ie Sere Son.” 
John 3:16. 


All heaven was em plied all treasure in one, 
God gave us His all when He gave us His Son. 
In Christ is redemption, salvation for you; 
Accept Him just now; what more could He do? 


We would not limit the power of the Holy One of 
Israel (Psalms 78:41), but seek only to emphasize the 
mighty provision that infinite compassion has provided. 
What God has done is sufficient for the spiritual and 
material needs of every son and daughter of Adam. There 
are no helpless cases, no exceptions. There is no life 
so abandoned to. sin but that He can save. “Though your 
sins be as scarlet, they shall be as white as snow; though 
they be red lke crimson, they shall be as wool.” Isaiah 
1:18.. So effectual and all-inclusive is redemption’s plan 
that heaven issues the unqualified challenge: ‘Wherefore 
He is able also to save them to the uttermost that come 
unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make inter- 
cession for them.” Hebrews 7:25. 

The prophets and apostles admonish us to behold the 
wisdom of our Creator in the vastness and perfection of 
creation, and to remember that this same power is pledged 
for man’s re-creation and redemption. “The heavens 
declare the glory of God; and the firmament showeth 
His handiwork,” cries the psalmist. Psalm 19:1. Isaiah 
admonishes: “Lift up your eyes on high, and behold who 
hath created these things, that bringeth out their host 
by number: He calleth them all by names by the greatness 
of His might, for that He is strong in power; not one 
faileth.” Isaiah 40:26. The apostle Paul declares that 
the handiwork of creation is absolute proof of ‘God’s 
eternal power and infinite wisdom. See Romans 1:20. 
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When, in obedience to the divine instruction we con- 
sider the heavens and the earth, the orderly arrangement 
and the perfection of their timetable of movement, we 
can only exclaim: “O the depth of the riches both of 
the wisdom and knowledge of God!’ Romans 11:33. 
How great is His power when by the breath of His 
mouth the mighty hosts of heaven take their orderly places 
in space and obey the voice of Him who spake and it 
was, who commanded and it stood fast. Psalm 33:6, 9. 
He upholds “all things by the words of his power.” 
Hebrews 1:3. 

Is it possible that the God of creation should admit 
His inability to do and accomplish more for the human 
family? The question, What more could I do that I 
have not done? is a direct challenge to consider what 
God has done for His needy children. The measure 
of His love is seen in the greatness of His gifts. With 
almost reckless abandon, the riches of infinite grace have 
been lavished upon us in order that a way of escape 
might be provided for all who are under the sentence 
of death. 

When a person thinks of God’s Holiness, His great- 
ness, and the vastness of His universe, he wonders that 
Omnipotence should even consider this lost world, which, 
in contrast to the whole, is declared by the prophet to 
‘be as the small dust of the balance, or as a drop in a 
bucket. Isaiah 40:15. Yet upon us He bestows His 
supreme regard. 

It is good for the mind to review what God has done 
for man. Man was made in the image of his Maker. 
Created a free moral agent with the power to love and 
to choose, man was given dominion over the world. He 
had daily contact with God. After the awful tragedy 
of sin, the Creator sought the sinner and told him of 
His love and how that love had found a ransom. Though 
sin had caused a wide breach between God and man, 
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and though it had altered their close relationship, still 
man was given the privilege of prayer. Though he could 
not see his Maker face to face, he could know that the 
ear of God hears every cry for help. “Call upon Me, 
and J will answer.” Psalm 91:15. “If My people, which 
are called by My name, shall humble themselves, and 
pray, and seek My face, and turn from their wicked 
ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive 
their sin.” 2 Chronicles 7:14. 

Grace, abounding grave, was extended to all. “For 
the grace of God that bringeth salvation hath appeared to 
all men.” Titus 2:11. “Where sin abounded grace did 
much more abound.” Romans 5:20. Holy angels as minis- 
tering spirits were commissioned to go to the aid of the 
objects of heaven’s love. With the speed of thought 
they were to carry to God the needs of man and with 
equal urgency they were to return to earth laden with 
supplies from the storehouse above. They are the divine 
watchers who in the hour of danger whisper in our ears: 
“This is the way, walk ye in it.” Isaiah 30:21. 

The Bible is a love letter from heaven to man that 
he may know the will of God. “Holy men of God spake 
as they wete moved by the Holy Ghost.” The Bible is 
an unerring guide; a study of it will enrich the mind, 
subdue the heart, and beautify the character. It was 
given to man as a chart and compass as he sails life’s 
sea that he may have a safe voyage into that heavenly 
port. Truly, it is “bread for the hungry, drink for the 
thirsty, a lamp to the straying, a friend to sinners, a safe 
guide to all.” It is another of the provisions of divine 
love for man’s spiritual success. 

In the parable of the wicked husbandman we read: 
“Last of all He sent unto them His son.” Matthew 21:37. 
Paul could find no words to describe the measure of the 
gift of Jesus. He calls Him God’s “unspeakable gift.” 
2 Corinthians 9:15. He also said that if God “spared 
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not His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how 
shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?” 
Romans 8:32. ae 7 

“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath be- 
stoweth.” 1 John 3:1. He kept nothing back; He gave 
His all. What returns does God ask for all He has 
_ done for man? He asks our heart’s affection. “My son, 
give Me thine heart.” Proverbs 23:26. He wants us to 
accept the only remedy that could be found in all the 
universe for sin—Jesus. 

As you look unto Jesus, as you sense the transforming 
power of His grace, as you bask in the sunshine of His 
presence, you will cry out: God could do no more. 


“What Think Ye of Christ?” 
MATTHEW 22:42. 


THIS question, “What think ye of Christ?” must be 
answered by each one of us. Of all the questions in the 
Bible, this one involves more than any other, for what 
we think of Christ not only determines our code of 
morals, our daily conduct of life, but our eternal destiny 
as well. 

Was Jesus of Nazareth the Son of God? This is the 
question that each individual of every generation must 
answer. The whole structure of Christianity is based 
upon it. Do we have a Saviour who is divine? A needy, 
sinning world needs a mighty Saviour, and anything less 
than a divine Saviour is insufficient for suffering, dying 
humanity. Human philosophies and systems of ethics are 
altogether inadequate to transform sin-polluted lives. 

Around the person of Jesus has raged an age-long bat- 
tle. No one has been so hated, no one has been so loved. 
Millions have willingly laid down their lives because of 
their faith in His divinity. Were they right or wrong? 
Can we be certain? Was Jesus only a good man, or was 
He the God-man. The Bible picture of Jesus is God 
manifest in human flesh. Paul calls this a great mystery. 
“Great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifest in 
the flesh.” 1 Timothy 3:16. The prophet Isaiah, in speak- 
ing of this mystery, said: “Therefore the Lord Himself 
shall give you a sign; behold, a virgin shall conceive, 
and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.” 
Isaiah 7:14. Paul wrote: “When the fullness of the 
time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a 
woman.” Galathians 4:4. The Virgin Mary gave birth 
to a son and called His name Jesus. The angels of God 
heralded His advent into this world as good tidings of 
great joy, and added that the Babe in the manger was 
the Saviour, even ‘Christ the Lord.” Luke 2:10, 11. His 
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disciples witnessed to His divinity, saying: “Thou art 
the Christ, the Son of the living God”; “My Lord and 
my God.” Matthew 16:16; John 20:28. 

John the Baptist, who baptized Jesus, called Him 
“the Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the 
World.” John 1:29. The disciple Matthew, who records 
the story of the baptism, declared that after Jesus came 
up from the water, God said: “This is My beloved Son, 
in whom I am well pleased.” Matthew 3:17. 

What did Christ say of Himself? Did He claim 
divinity? Was He conscious of pre-existence, of a one- 
ness with the eternal God? He claimed to be the Jews’ 
long-looked-for Messiah. John 4:25. He quoted many 
of the prophecies concerning this Promised One of the 
Old Testament, and declared that they were fulfilled 
in Him. He allowed the people to worship Him. He de- 
clared Himself equal with the Father; He declared that 
together they had lived from times eternal. 

He claimed all the virtues and prerogatives of God. 
He said that His words would judge mankind. He as- 
sumed to know the hearts and natures of all men. He 
released men from the bondage of their sins as well as 
from bondage of disease. He claimed to have come to 
earth to bear the guilt of a world. He offered to every 
burdened heart, to all who are heavey-laden, rest and 
peace. He claimed that He was only way and hope of 
salvation. Surely, such claims cannot be passed by lightly. 
They demand our closest attention and study. Did His 
lifework, teaching, and character measure up to His phe- 
nomenal claims? After two thousand years of study of 
these claims and observing the fruitage of His life, the 
historians say: 

“Here is a man who was born in an obscure village, 
the child of a peasant woman. He grew up in another 
obscure village. He worked in a carpenter shop until 
He was thirty, and then for three years He was an itine- 
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rant preacher. He never wrote a book. He never held an 
office. He never owned a home. He never had a family. 
He never went to college. He never put His foot inside 
a big city. He never traveled two hundred miles from 
the place where He was born. He never did any of the 
things that usually accompany greatness. He had no 
credentials but Himself. He had nothing to do with 
this world except by the naked power of His divine 
manhood. While still a young man the tide of public 
opinion turned against Him. His friends ran away. One 
of them denied Him. He was turned over to His enemies. 
He went through the mockery of a trial. He was nailed 
upon a cross between two thieves. His executioners gam- 
bled for the only piece of property He had on earth while 
He was dying---and that was His coat. When He was 
dead He was taken down and laid in a borrowed grave 
through the pity of a friend. 

“Nineteen wide centuries have come and gone and 
today He is the centerpiece of the human race and the 
leader of the column of progress. 

“I am far within the mark when I say that all the 
armies that ever marched, and all the navies that were 
ever built, and all the parliaments that ever sat, and all 
the kings that ever reigned, put together, have not af- 
fected the life of man upon this earth so powerfully as 
has that one solitary life.” —Albert Henry Newman, A 
Manual Church History, vol. 1, p. 80. 

“Jesus of Nazareth, without money and arms, con- 
quered more millions than Alexander, Cesar, Mahomet, 
and Napoleon; without science and learning, He shed 
more light on things human and divine than all philos- 
ophers and scholars combined; without the eloquence of 
schools, He spoke words of life such as never were 
spoken before or since, and produced effects which lie 
beyond the reach of orator or poet; without writing a 
single line, He has set more pens in motion, and fur- 
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nishes themes for more sermons, orations, discussions, 
learned volumes, works of art, and sweet songs of praise, 
than the whole army of great men of ancient and modern 
times. Born in a manger, and crucified as a malefactor, 
He now controls the destinies of the civilized world, 
and rules a spiritual world. There never was in this 
world a life so unpretending, and modest, in its outward 
form and condition, and yet producing such extraordinary 
effects upon all ages, nations, and classes of men. The 
annals of history produce no other example of such com- 
plete and astonishing success in spite of the absence of 
those material, social, literary, and artistic powers and 
influences which are indispensable to success for a mere 
man.’’—Schaff. i 

Here is a person who claims to be the standard for 
ali, the judge of all, the Saviour of all. Surely His 
. demands for an answer to the question, “What think ye?” 
is only reasonable. If you say that He is both Lord and 
Christ, then you are faced with the question that Pilate 
asked: “What shall I do, then, with Jesus?” You must 
do something. You will either accept Him as your 
Saviour, as millions have done, or reject Him and let the 
wealth of His love for you be in vain. You must do one 
of two things—either be for Him or against Him; be 
His friend or His enemy; follow Him or turn from Him; 
obey His claim upon you or disobey; say either Yes or 
No. Eternal destiny hangs in the balance. Why longer 
spurn God's unspeakable gift? While the spirit pleads 
for your favorable answer now, accept the provision of 


divine grace and yield allegiance to Jesus your Lord and 
God. 


The Unanswerable Question 
HEBREWS 2:3 


“How shall we escape, if we neglect so great salvation?” 

Here is a question before which the entire universe 
remains silent. Neither man nor angel nor devil can 
produce a suitable reply. There is a way of escape from 
a guilty conscience; there is escape from the load of con- 
demnation; there is escape from the bondage of sin; 
there is escape from death. God has provided that way 
in Jesus Christ. But there is no escape if we neglect 
this great salvation. 

The text calls our attention to the fact that this one way 
of escape is a ‘great salvation.” Let us note why. It is 
great because .t was provided by our heavenly Father. 
“God so loved the world, that He gave His only-begotten 
Son.” It is great because of its fullness, its all-inclusive 
provisions. “Whosoever will,’ may come. Revelation 
22:17. “Whosoever believeth in Him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” John 3:16. 

This salvation is great in the price that it cost. Man is 
not redeemed with silver or gold, but with the precious 
blood of Jesus Christ. The cost was so great that Paul calls 
it “an unspeakable gift.” Not until we gaze upon the 
glories of heaven and feel the thrill of celestial associa- 
tions can we begin to know the greatness of His con- 
descension in coming to earth—to its pollution, its filth, 
its degradation. Only divine love would pay such a price. 

It is a great salvation in what it accomplishes. It restores 
all that was lost by sin. “The Son of man is come to seek 
and to save that which was lost.” Luke 19:10. The losses 
caused by sin were appalling, but the great salvation was 
sufficient to redeem everything. Sin took from man his 
robe of glory, his home in Paradise, his dominion, his 
right to the tree of life, and the privilege of communing 
face to face with God. Sin made man a captive, a 
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bondslave. Sin brought death. How great must be that 
salvation that redeems all that was lost. “What a wonder- 
ful Saviour is Jesus, my Lord.” “Behold, what manner of 
love the Father hath bestowed upon us.” 1 John 3:1. 

This great salvation changes the chief of sinners into 
the greatest of saints. It takes the filthy rags of depraved 
humanity and replaces them with the righteousness of 
Christ. Indeed so great is this salvation that it can free 
every bondslave of sin, every captive of the devil. It can 
break the chains of every filthy habit. Witness its deliver- 
ing, transforming power in the changed lives of Paul, the 
fanatical persecutor, and Mary, the backslider. See how 
it changed self-centered, boastful Peter into a trusting 
saint. Yes, this God-planned salvation is so great that it 
can do as Whitefield said: “Save the devil’s castaways.” 

There is one word in our text that tells us why millions 
will not escape eternal loss regardless of the divine 
provision for them. It is the word “neglect.” Surely no 
reasonable, sensible person deliberately plans to be lost. 
But how easy it is to hesitate, to linger, as did Lot in 
Sodom—to put off to some more convenient season, to 
“neglect so great salvation.” 

The devil’s most successful argument is not that there 
is no heaven to gain, but it is: Never mind now; some 
other time you can give the matter of your personal salva- 
tion serious consideration and make the needed prepara- 
tion. The devil’s argument and counsel is always: Do it 
tomorrow, or some other day. 

You don’t have to defy and blaspheme God to be finally 
lost; merely neglect His present provision for salvation. 
Neglect is the tragedy of all tragedies, for it reveals a 
base ingratitude and thanklessness. So much has been 
done for us, such possibilities have been opened to us. Oh, 
how can man be so ungrateful ? 

Neglect reveals an utter recklessness in regard to God’s 
love and all His plans for man’s deliverance and eternal 
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happiness. If you were in an airplane when the engine 
stalled and the machine started into a nose dive, you 
would not have to shoot yourself in order to die. All you 
would have to do would be to.neglect to use the parachute 
provided for such an emergency. | 

This great salvation will not always be offered. The 
door will not always remain open. The invitation, Whoso- 
ever will, may come, will not always be extended; for 
steadily, silently, but surely, approaches that hour when 
the divine fiat will go forth, “It is done.” Then the case 
of every neglectful soul will have been settled. There will 
be no altering of the final decision: “He that is unjust, let 
him be unjust still.” Revelation 22:11. Mercy’s door will 
then have closed. The opportunity to accept the great 
salvation will have passed. How valuable then will be 
the priceless treasures of heaven! When it cannot be 
found, men and women will search every corner of earth 
for the word of God. Amos 8:12. The tragedy of their 
having neglected so great salvation will force from their 
hearts and lips the awful lament: “The harvest is past, the 
summer is ended, and we are not saved.” Jeremiah 8:20. 

A lawyer was under deep conviction of sin. He was 
in great mental distress, and friends urged him to confess 
and forsake his sins and seek pardon. But an election was 
approaching in which he was a prominent candidate. To 
all their entreaties he replied: “I know I have a more 
important election to secure; so, when this political can- 
vass is over, I will yield and seek salvation.” 

He was warned that such a course was grieving the 
Holy Spirit, but he refused to turn from his decision. 
When the votes were counted, it was found that he was 
defeated. Under the influence of shame and remorse 
he began to drink. Then he plunged deeper into sin and 
finally became an outcast from society. 

We are to make our “calling an election sure’ —now. 
2 Peter 1:10. Seek first the kingdom of God. There is 
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nothing more dangerous than to trifle with the Holy Spirit, 
to turn a deaf ear to His counsel and entreaties. The Holy 
Spirit will not plead forever. “My spirit shall not always 
strive with man.” Genesis 6:5. 

Jesus can save you from all your past sins and follies. 
He can keep you in the present, and make you victorious 
tomorrow. His salvation is an eternal salvation. Neglect it 
no longer. Now can be your day of salvation. 


Have They Seen in Thine‏ وت 
House?”‏ 
KINGS 20:15.‏ 2 


HERE is a question out of one of those thrilling yet 
tragic stories of the past that Paul says were “written for 
our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world are 
come.” 1 Corinthians 10:11. It is the story of the dismal 
failure of a good man to let his light shine in a moment 
of great opportunity. Hezekiah was the man. Sincerely 
he could pray: “I beseech Thee, O Lord, remember now 
how I have walked before Thee in truth and with a 
pertect heart, and have done that which is good in Thy 
sight.” 2 Kings 20:3. 

The prophet had told him to set his house in order, for 
the angel of death was approaching. Verse 1. How much 
better would it have been had Hezekiah been submissive 
to the will of God; but he wanted to live. So earnest was 
his prayer that the prophet was sent back to him with 
the message from God: “I have heard thy prayer, I have 
seen thy tears: behold, I will heal thee: on the third day 
thou shalt go up unto the house of the Lord.” Verse 5. 

Fifteen extra years were promised, and then as a token 
of this promise of healing, he asked for a sign. A miracle 
was performed; the shadow on the sundial was made to 
turn back ten degrees. Three days later, a well man, healed 
by a special intervention of divine power, Hezekiah was 
worshipping God in the temple. His testimony of praise 
is recorded in Isaiah 38:10-20. 

The miracle of the shadow of the sundial going back- 
ward was observed in many places. The astronomers of 
Babylon were greatly perplexed and diligently sought its 
cause and meaning. Not long afterward the news reached 
the court of Babylon that Israel’s God had turned the 
shadow backward as a token to King Hezekiah that his 
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. prayer to the living God was heard and would be answered 
` by his complete restoration to health. Immediately King 

' Merodach-baladan was interested. He wanted to know 
about a God so merciful, all-powerful, and easy to be 
entreated. He sent ambassadors to Hezekiah to congratu- 
late him on his recovery, but the greater reason was to 
learn of the God who could perform such wonders. 

What an opportunity for Hezekiah to present the truth 
about Jehovah to these high-ranking representatives of a 
heathen nation! Surely he would extol the living God as 
the mighty Creator of all, and the One who upholds all 
things by the word of His power. Surely he would tell of 
the many answers to his prayers, and would unfold the 
wondrous plan of redemption that divine love provided. 
Surely he would tell of the meaning of that figurative 
temple service which foreshadowed the coming of the 
promised Son of God who was “slain from the foundation 
of the world.” 

Had he done so, what momentous transformations 
might have been wrought! What changes would there 
have been in the records of history had Hezekiah led 
these men to acknowledge and accept the living God! 
They might have returned to Babylon with this testimony: 
Hezekiah’s God has become our God. But Hezekiah failed 
miserably. At the sight of those ambassadors from Baby- 
lon a spirit of self-exaltation and vanity took possession 
of him. He told the men not about his God, but about the 
material wealth in his possession. The record is that he 

“showed them the house of his precious things, the silver, 
and the gold, and the spices, and the precious ointment, 
and all the house of his armor, and all that was found in 
his treasures: there was nothing in his house, nor in all 
his dominion, that Hezekiah showed them not.” Isaiah 
39:2 

The pearl of great price was never revealed. The riches 
of true knowledge and faith were not discussed. When 
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the princes returned home they carried only a covetous 
desire to possess the material wealth they had seen. 
Hezekiah as a witness for God had failed. Then came the 
searching questions from God: “What said these men?” 
“Whence came they?” and, “What have they seen in 
thine house?” 

The last is a question for all Christian people. It needs 
to be asked often—after every business engagement, every 
neighborly visit, and. every social evening. Here is a 
question for every professing Christian: “What do others 
see in my house, my life? Is there anything in my life that 
would create in the heart of those who know me a desire to 
be a Christian? The goal of every Christian should be to 
“so live that they who know us but do not know Christ 
will want to know Him because they knew us.” 

Every Christian in every phase of his life is to rep- 
resent Jesus. Paul declared the purpose of the call to 
discipleship in these words: “It pleased God, who sep- 
arated me from my mother’s womb, and called me by 
His grace, to reveal His Son in me.” Galatians 1:15, 16, 
“To reveal His Son in me.” God never called us that 
we alone might be saved. Each is to exert an influence; 
each is to reveal Jesus. We are to live like Jesus in the 
home, in our business, in the social world. : 

This question, “What have they seen in thine house?” 
has a special application to parents. Why are there so 
many children of professing Christian parents who are not 
Christians? There can be but one answer. The parents 
did not rightly reveal Jesus in their home life. 

Too many parents whose names are on the church 
books are like that mother whose life would normally 
be considered above reproach, but whose influence for 
Christ over those she most loved was greatly weakened 
because of her hasty tongue. One day, previous to the 
annual camp meeting of her church, she overheard her 
son of fifteen years say to his father, “What’s the sense 
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of mother’s going to camp meeting? It doesn’t do her 
any good.” What a shock it was! How rudely was that 
mother awakened to the fact that her unanswered pray- 
ers for her family were due to her lack of victory over 
her words. She had a form of godliness, but lacked 
the power thereof. 

“Well, I know, son; but mother wants to go, and if 
she gets any pleasure from it, let’s put no obstacle in her 
way,” was the answer her burning ears heard father give 
the son. Mother said nothing, but in her heart she de- 
termined that camp meeting this year was to mean more 
than meeting old-time friends, a vacation from usual 
routine, and the hearing of good sermons. She must 
have victory. The keeping power of God must be seen 
in her life. She no longer must be the stumbling block 
to her family’s conversion. 

With the most spiritual she studied and prayed for 
victory. By faith she claimed it as a definite experience. 
Of course, it was quite easy to live the new life at camp 
meeting, but a real test came soon after arriving home. 
She decided to give the house a general cleaning. By 
mailtime she had upset everything. There came a letter an- 
nouncing the arrival of relatives on a later train. Surely, 
this would be explosion point, thought father; but no. 
Instead, Mother breathed an earnest prayer: . “Lord Jesus, 
hold me, keep me; don’t let me fail.” 

There was a smiling face to meet father’s puzzled 
gaze. “You go down to the depot and get the trunks 
(the checks came in the letter), and I'll clean the spare 
bedroom, and together we will put the things back. They 
are catching us at a bad time, but we will make the best 
of it.” So father was soon carrying the steamer trunk 
on his shoulders into the house. Forgetting all about 
the chandelier, his wife’s choice treasure, he crashed into 
it. But there were no words of censure from mother. 
She had heard the crash and understood what had hap- 
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pened. She again had appealed for help: “Oh, Lord, 
keep me now. Let my words be only kind words.” At 
the look of. consternation on her husband’s face, she- 
broke into laughter and said: “Dear, don’t take it so 
hard; it was an accident that nobody could help.” Then, 
with a pat on the shoulder and a kiss on his cheek, she 
bade him forget it. 

While she went after the dustpan and broom, father 
took the trunk into the bedroom and sat down on it. 
There mother, after cleaning up the glass, found him. 
SAE you still worrying about the accident?” asked moth- 
er. “No,” he replied. “Are you feeling bad?” “No.” 

“What are you sitting here for?’ And then he said: 
“Mother, you ate not the same since camp meeting. 
You've really got something. And if all can have it, 
I want it, too.” And that room became a Bethel, a 
gateway to God. 

If the beauty of Jesus were seen in our homes, in our 
lives, what transformations there would be! There never 
was such need for the revealing of Christ as now. There 
never was a generation of young people in such absolute 
and appalling peril as the youth today. Jesus is the one and 
only answer to their needs. Jesus in all His gentleness, 
love, and zeal must live again in His people. The mere 
cloak of religious profession must be thrown aside. 
We must not depend and count on outward ceremonies 
only. 

It is life that is needed, life controlled by the indwell- 
ing power of God. What have they seen in your house? 
Is your home a house of prayer? Does the voice of praise 
echo forth? Do the children hear their names presented 
to the throne of God, and His guidance and protection 
implored on their behalf? Does the stranger or friend 
that tarries awhile, sharing your hospitality, feel the up- 
ward lift of the presence of God? Does the Bible hold 
first place in your reading? Does the work of God and 
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the salvation of the lost hold first place in your expendi- 
tures? If your religion doesn’t work at home it isn't 
any good anywhere. 

“Return to thine own house, and show how great 
things God hath done unto thee”? (Luke 8:39) was the 
injunction Christ gave to one He had healed and who in 
love sought to follow Him. If you will read the entire 
story, you will understand the need of that city and 
countryside. They must see in this former citizen who 
had terrorized them for years, the transforming and 
keeping power of Jesus. He did not fail. Indeed, he 
so lived the life and so told the story of his healing 
that the people’s attitude toward Jesus completely changed. 
Once they had thought more of hogs than souls; but after 
this man consistently lived his life among them, those 
who had before urged Jesus to leave their country now 
eagerly awaited His return, and received Him gladly. 
What had made the change? A transformed life. 

“What have they seen in thine house?” 


“T Will Work, and Who Can Hinder?” 
ISAIAH 43:13 ARV. 


WHAT a thrilling declaration is couched in this ques- 
tion! What a challenge is made to the forces of dark- 
ness! How sweet is the promise of victory! The strug- 
` gle between God and Satan, between righteousness and 
evil, has gone on for many centuries. It has been the 
studied plan of God’s great enemy to overthrow His 
whole program for the salvation of man and the restora- 
tion of that which has been lost by sin. “I will work, 
and who can hinder?” is a question which Satan has 
challenged through the ages. 

In Exodus 3:8 God’s declaration is recorded: “I am 
come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyp- 
tians, and to bring them up out of that land unto a good 
land.” Here we have God’s plan for Israel outlined. 
He came down to deliver Israel out of Egyptian bond- 
age, to take them out of the land of oppression, and 
to put them in their own land. 

When this plan was revealed in the call of Moses, 
Satan immediately sought to block the way. He challenged 
the plan of God by attempting through Pharaoh, the 
greatest monarch of earth at that time, to hinder what 
God had declared He would do. When Moses went to 
Pharaoh and said God wanted him to let Israel go, 
Pharaoh answered: “Who is the Lord, that I should obey 
His voice to let Israel go? I know not the Lord, neither 
will I let Israel go.” Exodus 5:2. 

To the recorders of human history it seemed to be a 
struggle between Moses and Pharaoh, but back of them 
stood God and Satan. Day after day the battle raged. 
Mighty signs and wonders, terrible calamities and awful 
plagues, came in rapid succession upon the opposers of 
God's plan. Day after day Satan was beaten, but he 
did not give up. He retreated, but he watched and waited 
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for an opportunity to strike again. Finally, the crisis 
came upon the Egyptians in the slaying of the first-born. 
The “white flag? was raised, and Israel was sent from 
Egypt. God had won. “I will work, and who can hinder?” 
''] have come down to deliver,’ and Israel was deliv- 
ered. Nothing can stay the hand of God. Nothing can 
keep Him back from the objectives that He seeks to 
accomplish. 

Though Satan lost the first round, seeking to keep Is- 
rael in Egyptian bondage, he continued to fight to keep 
them from the Promised Land. There is the story of 
Balak and Balaam, as recorded in Numbers 22 to 24. 
Balak was fearful when he saw the onward march of 
Israel in their triumphs against all opposition. Knowing 
of the fame of a certain prophet by the name of Balaam, 
Balak sent for this man whose reputation was so great 
that the king said: “He whom thou blessest is blessed, 
and he whom thou cursest is cursed.” At the offer of a 
large reward, Balaam met Balak, and together they went 
to a place where they could see Israel encamped. Balak 
said: “Curse me this people,” but when Balaam opened 
his mouth to comply with the wishes of Balak that he 
might earn the great reward that had been offered, lo, 
from his lips poured forth words of praise and blessing. 

When Balak heard these words of blessing, he chided 
Balaam for what he had said. All that Balaam could 
reply was: “How shall I curse, whom God hath not 


cursed? or how shall I defy, whom the Lord hath not | 


defied ?” 

A second and a third time Balak urged Balaam to 
curse the people who were in the valley; but instead of 
the curse, blessings were pronounced. Balak said: “I 
called thee to curse mine enemies, and, behold, thou 
hast altogether blessed them these three times.” Balaam 
had already told him: “God is not a man, that He should 
lie; neither the son of man, that He should repent: hath 
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He said, and shall He not do it? or hath He spoken, 
and shall He not make it good? Behold, I have received 
commandment to bless: and He hath blessed; and I 
cannot reverse it.” 

So Israel marched on toward the Promised Land. There 
were many skirmishes between the forces of righteousness 
and evil; but God’s plan could not be hindered. We 
come again to a mighty conflict. Moses had failed when 
the Lord had told him to speak to the rock in order to 
cause water to flow for the people. He had become 
impatient. As a result God told him that he could not 
lead Israel into the Promised Land, but that he must 
die. However, God did give him a view of that goodly 
land from the top of the mountain. Then Moses died. 
It had been his fond ambition to lead Israel into Canaan, 
but on the borders of that Promised Land, he failed, 
and the responsibility of leadership was given to another. 
There by Nebo’s lonely mountain “the angels of God 
upturned the sod, and laid the dead man there.” 

Satan had caused Moses to fail. He was working for 
high stakes, and he was happy at the death and burial 
of Israel’s great leader. There were no human markings 
placed on that grave, but it seemed as if it were a monu- 
ment of victory for the forces of evil. However, the in- 
finite God desired that Moses, the man who had held 
such close and intimate association with Him, should 
be with Him in the heavenly courts. The Bible says: 
“There arose not a prophet since in Israel like unto Moses, 
whom the Lord knew face to face.” Deuteronomy 34:10. 
Moses had spent forty days and forty nights at one time 
in the mount with God. He had been the instrument of 
God in delivering to the children of Israel the instructions 
concerning the earthly sanctuary. 

Now Moses was dead. But Michael, the Archangel, 
came down to resurrect him. As Michael came near the 
unmarked grave, Satan challenegd the right of the Son | 
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of God to open the house of his prison, and stood in 
the way to oppose. But the Archangel only replied: 
“The Lord rebuke thee.” Jude 9. Then, with the cry of 
resurrection power, He called for Moses to come forth. 
The grave opened, and Moses came forth. The prison 
house of the enemy had been invaded. “I will work,” 
says God, “and who can hinder?” 

In the fullness of time, when the hour struck for the 
appearance of God’s Son as a man among men, He came. 
He did the work of the Messiah. He uttered prophecies, 
saying: “I tell you before it come, that, when it come 
to pass, ye may believe.” John 13:19. He said on one 
occasion: “Heaven and earth shall pass away: but My 
words shall not pass away.” Luke 21:33. Jesus made 
some striking predictions concerning Jerusalem and the 
temple of God. He prophesied that the city would be 
so completely destroyed that there would not in the 
temple be left “one stone upon another.” Speaking of 
the inhabitants of Jerusalem, He added: “They shall fall 
by the edge of the sword, and shall be led away captive 
into all nations: and Jerusalem shall be trodden down 
of the Gentiles, until the times of the Gentiles be ful- 
filled.” Luke 19:44; 21:24. Satan sought to break this 
prophecy and prove the Son of God untrue. 

Was the word of God to hold true? Would Jerusalem 
always “be trodden down of the Gentiles’? Jerusalem 
was destroyed, and not one stone of that magnificent 
temple was left upon another. The Jews were scattered 
` to every corner of the then-inhabited world. Would 
they come back and rebuild their city? Would Satan 
be able to use them to break the word of the Galilean 
prophet, and thus cause men to lose faith in Him? 

Satan’s greatest effort to prove the prophecy of Jesus 
false was made in the person of Julian the Apostate, 
who came to the throne of the Roman Empire in the 
fourth century A. D. He renounced Christianity and be- 
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came the outstanding opponent of the faith. He deter- 
mined to break the prophecy of Jesus, and cause the 
Jews to tread again in the streets of Jerusalem, which he 
would rebuild. 

The Jews were ready to return to their beloved city, 
and, at the call of the emperor, they came from every 
corner of the empire, assembling in triumph upon the 
hills of Zion. Julian provided all the means needed in 
the work of rebuilding the city. Surely there could be 
no failure, because the resources of a mighty empire were 
back of the project. The prospects looked fair for Satan 
to win in this struggle; and, to all human appearances, the 
words of Christ would be broken. 

It must be remembered that Julian was an epi 
warrior, a ruler who would brook no rival. His word was 
law and he was determined. But did he succeed in proving 
Christ a false prophet? Was the temple rebuilt and the 
Jews given a national home? 

The historian Gibbon says: “The Christians entertained 
a natural and pious expectation that in this memorable 
contest the honor of religion would be vindicated by some 
signal miracle.” And a miracle occurred. We are told: 
“Horrible balls of fire, breaking out near the foundations, 
with frequent and reiterated attacks, rendered the place 
from time to time inaccessible to the scorched and blasted 
workmen; and the victorious element continuing in this 
manner obstinately and resolutely bent, as it were, to drive 
them to a distance, the undertaking was abandoned.” — 
The History of the Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, 
ch. 23, par. 19. Again the forces of righteousness had 
prevailed. The words of the Galilean prophet had stood 
against the efforts of the mightiest of that day. 

Down through the centuries Satan has also tried to 
break the prophecies uttered by servants of God. Six 
hundred years before Christ, Daniel outlined the rise and 
fall of kingdoms from the days of Babylon to the second 
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coming of the Lord. He described the downfall of Baby- 
lon before the Medo-Persians and prophesied that Medo- 
Persia would go down before Greece and Greece before 
Rome, and that the fourth world empire of the Romans 
would be divided. Speaking of the divisions of Rome 
(the nations that make up Europe today), he said: They 
shall not cleave one to another.” Dan. 2:43. To break this 
prophecy, Satan has put it into the hearts of ambitious — 
leaders to attempt to reunite the nations of Europe that 
once made up the Empire of Rome. 

One by one strong, ruthless conquerors have soaked 
the soil of Europe with the blood of millions, seeking to 
attain their ambition; but stronger than all the forces of 
man are those seven words: “They shall not cleave one 
to another.” When Napoleon made his attempt to unite 
Europe and consequently to break the prophecy of God’s 
word, Victor Hugo, the French writer, said: “Was it 
possible for Napoleon to win the Battle of Waterloo?” 
We answer in the negative. Why? On account of Welling- 
ton? On account of Bluecher? No; on account of God. 

God’s word has not failed, and neither will it fail to 
stand the fiery tests brought against it today. The Most 
High still rules in the kingdoms of men and, as He says 
to the proud old ocean, He says to those who seek to 
break the words of this prophecy: “Hitherto shalt thou 
come, but no further: and here shall thy proud waves be 
stayed.” Job 38:11. “I will work,” says God, “and who 
can hinder?” 

Moreover, today we have come to the hour when the 
work of God is to be finished in the earth. The record 
says: “He will finish the work, and cut it short in right- 
eusness.” Romans 9:28. Against this divine plan the 
forces of evil are in full array. Every possible hindrance 
is placed in the way of the spread of the true gospel. 
Will Satan triumph? Will wars, famines, pestilences, 
hatreds, animosities, be able to stop the onward march 
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of God’s work and its final triumph? God says: “I will 
work, and who can hinder?” “I will finish the work, and 
cut it short in righteousness.” 

We need to keep our eyes on God. Too long have we 
beheld the forces of wickedness and thought of the 
strength of evil. Too long have we seen the obstacles in 
the way. The Omnipotent One is able to do all that He 
has promised. He will 0880 His work, and nothing can 
stay His hand. 

How we should thrill with the promise of hope brought 
to our attention in Isaiah 49:25! “I will contend with him 
that contendeth with thee.” He who has begun a good 
work in your life is able to finish it. Do not distrust His 
power. Do not doubt His ability. Look not at the strength 
of evil; look to the power of God to bring you through, to 
make you triumphant. He can save to the uttermost. 

Our God is mighty in battle. He will make us more than 
victors in Christ. Let God work in your life. Let Him have 
full sway. If we co-operate with God, no combination of 
circumstances can keep us from the life of victory here 
or the “well done” at last; for He “will work, and who 
can hinder?” 


“What Is Your Life?” 
JAMES 4:14. 


ALL life is from God. Every moment of 1 man’s exist- 
ence he is dependent upon God. How strange it must 
seem to the Creator and Sustainer of life to have the 
creatures who move and live only by His power, ignore 
the Author of their existence and accept life as something 
inherent in themselves. God ‘challenges this attitude 
of man toward his existence by the question: “What 
is your life?” 


God made man in His own image, yet only by the 
continued mercy of God do “we live, and move, and 
have our being.” Acts 17:28. Immortality is not an at- 
tribute of humanity; for man’s every moment of life is 
a gracious gift of the Creator. The frailty of human 
existence, man’s absolute dependence on God for each 
day’s subsistence, is plainly and repeatedly taught in the 
Scriptures. We live only because the Author of life con- 
tinues to give us life. 


Compared to God’s life, man’s life is but as “a vapor, 
that appeareth for a little time, and then vanisheth away. 
James 4:14. The psalmist wrote: ‘“They were but flesh; 
a wind that passeth away, and cometh not again.’ Psalm 
78:39. Again, he said that men are “as a sleep: in the 
morning they are like grass which groweth up. In the 
morning it flourisheth, and groweth up; in the evening 
it is cut down, and withereth.” Psalm 90:5, 6. The 
patriarch Job said of man: “He cometh forth like a 
flower, and is cut down: he fleeth also as a shadow, and 
continueth not.” Job 14:2. Isaiah gives this testimony: 
“All flesh is grass, and all the goodliness thereof is as 
the flower of the field: the grass witherereth, the flower 
fadeth: . . . surely the people is grass.” Isaiah 40:6, 7. 


. Our dependence on God for every moment of existence 
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should make us most reverent and careful that the life 
so graciously prserved should be used in fulfilling the 
the objectives of our Creator. 


What do you think of life? What does life mean to 
you? God asks us individually: “What is your life?” 
Though in comparison to the life of God, man’s life 
is a “vapor,” “a wind,” “a flower,” it is a priceless treas- 
ure. Our eternal destiny depends on our attitude toward 
this present life. If we recognize that evėry second of 
life is a gift from God, then every second of time we 
are grateful to God; if we think of ourselves as children 
of God, we shall seek to order our lives in accordance. 


God honored man by making him only a little lower 
than the angels and crowning him with the glory of 
being in the image of his Maker. Psalm 8. There should 
be seen in our lives a dignity that becomes kinship with 
the Eternal. Jesus taught and instructed us to call His 
Father, “Our Father.” Matthew 6:9. We need to sing 
the song, ‘Tm a child of the King,” and think of the 
true meaning of the words. Are the things you say 
and the things you do, worthy of you? Do you think 
of life only as a time for fun and pleasure; for the in- 
dulgence of the physical senses? There was a man in 
Christ’s time who held that measure of life. His philos- 
ophy was: “Eat, drink, and be merry,” and be at ease. 
But Jesus said: “A man’s life consisteth not in the abun- 
dance of the things which he possesseth.’’ The measure 
of life is not the possession of stocks and bonds, of real 
estate, gold, or jewels; it is measured by peace of mind, 
fellowship with God, nobility of purpose, and unselfish 
service to others. 


Each one of us needs to think of his life as a channel 
of blessing to others, to ask himself: Does my life count 
for my fellow men? Is the world better for my living? 
Man does not really live until he lives to bless, until 
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the goal of his life is to make- others happy. Every 
Christian is to reveal the beauty of Jesus in his life, to 
let his light so shine that others may be constrained to 
have the same work of grace manifested in their lives. 

No man lives to himself. We either live to bless or 
to blast. Dying men have said: Oh, that my influence 
were gathered up and buried with me! But our influence 
does not stop with death. It lives on, affecting others for 
weal or woe. 


King Manasseh tried to stop the influence of his wasted 
years. With wanton abandonment he had plunged into 
sin. He performed every vile and vicious act the devil 
had suggested. Each passing year found him deeper 
in sin. At last the day of retribution caught up with 
Manasseh. His nation was invaded, the scepter was 
taken from his hand, and he was made a captive. In 
his affliction he remembered his father’s God. He sin- 
cerely repented of his sins and for the ungodly influences 
he had set in motion, and by the mercy of God he was 
put back on the throne. With commendable earnestness 
and zeal he sought to undo the ruin of his years of sin, 
but he was helpless before those tides of evil that were 
the results of his own influence. He realized that it 
was easier to lead men into sin than it was to lead them 
away from it. What anguish must have been his lot 
as he watched a nation go to ruin because of the influ- 
ence of his life! 


The world is either better or worse because of our 
life. Jesus said: “He that is not with Me is against 
Me; and he that gathered not with Me scattereth abroad.” 
Matthew 12:30. Someone (it may be many) because of 
your life and example will either hear the warm wel- 
come from their Lord, “Come, ye blessed of My Father, 
inherit the kingdom,” or those dread words, “Depart 
from Me, ye cursed.” What is your life to others? 
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The night was wild; across the midnight sky 
The rugged clouds sped fast, and the hoarse wind 
Seemed chanting some weird requiem. Alone 
I stood, and a strange horror thrilled my soul. 
Above the noise of wind crashing limbs 
Of leafless trees, I heard a voice cry out 
In wild and piercing tones. It seemed afar, 
But to my spirit’s eye at last the form 
Appeared, all clothed in mist and wrapped about 
In mystery. Its wings were luminous, 
And by this light I saw its face. Oh, God, 
And such a face! writ o'er with agony, 
A picture composite, and strange, and yet 
Familiar, too. 
At last unto my spirit’s ear 
It spoke wild, awful words that evermore 
Will haunt my heart and brain, and burn 


` Their dreadful lesson there. “Mortal,” said he, 


“Dost thou not know me? Look again and see. 
I am a human soul thou once didst call 
By the sweet sacred name of friend. And thou— 
Thou couldst have saved me if thy heart had cared. 
That Bible which thou takest for thy guide, 
That Bible which in life I scanned, hath said 
That if thou dost not warn the wicked man, 
He shall be lost, but at thy hand his blood 
i God will require of thee. 

Thou couldst have saved 
Me if thy heart had cared, and now I'm lost!” 
And then methought he pointed to my hands, 
And they were dyed in blood. I dared not speak; 
My soul was guilty in the sight of God. 
Too well I knew my coward heart had failed 

In friendship true. 

I meant some day to speak. 
I was too busy here and there, and, lo! 
The man was gone. Such was the story sad 
Of my neglect. By that lost soul accused, 
By my own soul condemned, I turned and fled. 
O God of mercy, teach us ere it be. | 
Too late, that no man lives unto himself, 
That every saved man must a saver be. 
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One more phase of this question should be pondered. 
What is our life to. God? What returns for all His 
‘blessings does our life bring Him. God has invested 
much in man; He has a 0 to expect returns from His 
‘investment. 

‘We are. His workmanship, رت‎ in Christ Jais 
unto good works, which God hath before ordained that 
wwe should walk in them.” Ephesians 2:10. He has planted 
‘His image-in man. He has a plan and purpose for 
every life... Each was created for a special work. One 
deeply spiritual writer put it this way: “We were brought 
into existence because we were needed, and it is a sad 
thought that if we stand on the wrong side in the ranks 
of the enemy we are lost to the design of our creation. 
We are disappointing our Redeemer; the powers He 
designs for His service are used to oppose His grace 
and matchless love.” 

No other life can fill God’s plan as you can. You 
are different from all others who have lived before you 
and who will live after. It is a true statement: When 
God makes a man, He breaks the mould.” But God 
does not force us to accept His plan. Coercion is not 
in the prorgam of Diety. Man was created as a free 
moral agent. If we choose, we can tear God’s plan into 
shreds. However, to do so is to miss real happiness and 
contentment. — 

The all-important question for every one of us is: 
What is the divine blueprint for my life? Our prayer 
should be, like Paul’s: “Lord, what wilt Thou have me 
to do.” God has promised to give personal guidance. 
“In all thy ways acknowledge Him, and He shall direct 
thy paths.” Proverbs 3:6. “Thine ears shall hear a word 
behind thee, saying, This is the way, walk ye in it.” 
Isaiah 30:21. “If any man willeth to do His will, he shall 
know of the teaching.” John 7:17, R. V. 

Paul at the end of the journey of life could say: “I 
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have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, 
I have kept the faith.” 2 Timothy 4:7. He had found 
God’s plan for his life, and having found it he never 
deviated from the course, for it was a good way. 

What is your life to God? Are you measuring up to 
His will for you? Is the divine investment in you yielding 
returns? Is God pleased with your life? Is the smile 
of His approval resting on you? Oh, to be able to say 
at the end of our earthly sojourn: “I have glorfied Thee 
on the earth: I have finished the work which Thou 
gavest me to do.” John 17:4. | 


"Where Is Thy Flock?" 
JEREMIAH 13:20. 


Here is a question that reaches into the future—to 
the great day of reckoning. It is a question that has to 
do with our whole attitude of life, our influence, our 
stewardship in its largest aspects. Oft times when we 
think of stewardship we think only of money. But this 
text makes us think of souls that can not be redeemed 
with silver and gold, but with the precious blood of Christ. 

Here is a question that God will put to parents, to 

teachers, and to preachers. Knowing that we will face 
it in the future, we do well to ponder this question 
daily. : 
God expects returns. Fruit bearing is the test of Dis- 
cipleship. Christ cursed the barren fig tree. His woe rests 
upon the careless, indifferent and unfruitful. Concern 
for the souls of men should be the greatest concern of 
our lives. To be a professing Christian and not be win- 
ning others for Christ is a greater contradiction than a 
fire that gives no heat; a lamp that gives no light or a 
tree that bears no fruit. 

God will ask the preacher “Where is thy flock—that 
beautiful flock.” The minister is the shepherd of the 
flock. Every sheep is precious. Everyone is a candidate 
for immortality, eternal life. The flock must be fed, 
guided, protected. The flock must grow in numbers, 
The spiritual shepherd eagerly watches for the develop- 
ment of the heavenly graces among His followers. He 
keeps them stepping heavenward. He has “no greater 
joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.” 3 John 4. 

If love of power consumed the Dictators of our day, 
and love of pleasure holds millions in its sway, shall not 
the ministers of the Gospel be consumed by a love of 
souls? God had only one Son and He made Him a minis- 
ter. It was a short ministry but how glorious and com- 
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plete did he fill it. He must be about His father’s business. 
He must work the works of Him that sent Him. His 
zeal for the lost consumed Him. One has said that 
Christ in His burden for the lost “watered every ledge by 
sea and mountain with His tears, moistened the olive 
leaves of Gethsemane with the sweat of His soul and 
stained His own brow with the blood of His passion, 
and broke His heart upon a cross of shame.” The shep- 
herds of today must catch His passion for the lost. The 
saving of men was the “joy that was ever before Him.” 
It made Him willing to endure the cross and despise the 
shame. (Heb. 12:3). . 

He looked forward to the Harvest time when He 
would see of the travail of His soul and be satisfied (Isa. 
53:11). The real success of a gospel minister is not 
measured by the size of his congregation that meets 
weekly, but by the number of his flock that are ready 
for Heaven when Jesus comes. Paul placed just that 
sort of emphasis when he said, “For what is our hope, 
or joy, or crown of rejoicing. Are not even ye in the 
presence of our Lord Jesus Christ at His coming. For 
ye are our glory and joy.” (I Thess. 2:19, 20). 

Under no circumstance must the minister lower the 
standard of Christian living. He must so study, so live 
and courageously proclaim God’s truth that He “may 
present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.” (Col. 1:28). 
Every sermon must be preached with the consciousness 
of the Divine Presence; that His eyes see, His ears hear, 
and that soon He will ask, “Where is the flock that 
was given thee, thy beautiful flock?” 

The Sabbath School teacher, the band leader needs to 
think often of this searching question that shall be put 
to them. The call to teach the word of God, to these 
youths is a solemn responsibility. It is not a time for 
mere entertainment but for deep heart searching. 

Though God is interested in the salvation of all, yet 
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` the salvation of the youth means more to the kingdom of 
God than the saving of old men, for when a boy or girl 
is saved, their lives’ influence is all on the side of 
righteousness. 

Dr. J. Wilbur Chapman tells of a tramp who wandered 
into a church service one evening. When the pastor 
threw the meeting open for testimony, he arose and said, 
“When I was a boy, I attended this Church. My father 
was an officer. There were seven of us boys in our Sun- 
day school class. Our teacher used to take us to her 
home on Saturday afternoons. We had some music and 
refreshments, and then we would look over the Bible 
lesson for the next day. After a bit, she taught us to 
play cards; she taught us several tricks. Soon we asked 
for more of the cards and less of the Bible. Then we 
dropped out of the class, met elsewhere to play and then 
we took to gambling. Two of those boys have been 
hanged; three others are in prison for life. If the police 
knew I was in town I would be under arrest in ten 
minutes. All I have to say is, I wish my Sunday School 
teacher had never taught us to play cards.” Then he 
turned to leave the church. As he did so, a lady dressed 
in black staggered to the aisle and fell at his feet aing 

“My God I am that Sunday School teacher.” 

How much better the story that comes to us from D. L. 
Moody concerning one of his teachers. He says, “I had 
a large Sunday School with a thousand children. One 
Sunday a teacher was missing. During the week this teach- 
er came to my place of business. I noticed that he looked 
very pale and I asked what was the trouble.” “Tve been 
bleeding at the lung,” he said, “and the Doctor tells me 
I can not live. I must give up my class and go back to 
my widowed mother in New York State.” 

“He fully believed he was going home to die. As he 
spoke to me, his chin quivered and the tears began to 
flow. I noticed this, and said: “You are not afraid of 
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death, are you?” “Oh, no, I am not afraid to die, but 
I shall meet God, and not one of my Sunday School 
scholars is converted. What shall I say.” Ah, how dif- 
ferent things looked when he felt he was going to ren- 
der an account of his stewardship. “I was speechless— 
it was something new to me to hear anyone speak in 
that way. I said, “Suppose we go and see these scholars 
and tell them about Christ.” “I am very weak,” he said, 
“too weak to walk.” I said I would take him in a car- 
riage. We took a carriage and went around to the resi- 
dences of every scholar. He would be able to stagger 
across the sidewalk, sometimes leaning on my arm, call- 
ing the young lady by name, he would pray with her, 
plead with her to come to Christ. It was a new experi- 
ence for me. I got a new view of things. After he 
had used up all his strength I would take him home. 
Next day he would start again, and visit others in the class. 
Sometimes he would go alone and sometimes I would 
go with him. At the end of ten days he came to my place 
of business, his face beaming with joy, and said, “The 
last one has yielded her heart to Christ. I am going 
home now; I have done all I can do; my work is fin- 
ished.” I asked when he was going, and he said, 
“Tomorrow night.” I said, “Supposing I ask these young 
friends to have a little gathering to meet you once more 
before you go.” He said he would be very glad. I sent 
out the invitations, and they all came together. I had 
never spent such a night up to that time. I had never 
met such a large number of young converts led to Christ 
by his influence and mine. What a change had come 
over them in such a short space of time. Every one of 
| them prayed when we knelt in prayer. 

Of parents God will ask, “Where is the flock that I 
have given thee, that beautiful flock.” The privileges 
of parenthood can not be estimated, but solemn are its 
responsibilities. Of the children ol to our care, 
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every parent has a sacred charge from God. “Take 
this son, this daughter,” He says, “train it for Me; give 
it a character polished after the similitude of a palace, 
that it may shine in the courts of the Lord forever.” 

During the early days and years of the child’s life, the 
parent stands in the place of God to them. What honor, 
what responsibility !—molding characters for heaven. The 
daily lives of the parent, their methods of training will 
influence for eternity. They will either win that 
child for God or drive it to destruction. Parents are not 
dealing for time alone, they are dealing for eternity. 
One has beutifully said of the mother’s responsibility, 
“no other work can equal hers in importance. She 1s 
not like the artist that paints a form of beauty upon 
canvas, nor like the sculptor to chisel it from marble; 
she is not like the author to embody a noble thought in 
words of power, nor like the musician to express a 
beautiful sentiment in melody. It is hers, with the help 
of God to develop in a human soul the likeness of the 
Divine.” “In the great day of reckoning it will be found 
that many of the failures and crimes of men and women 
have resulted from the ignorance and neglect of those 
whose duty it was to guide their childish feet in the right 
way. Then it will be found also, that many will bless 
the world with the light of geniusness, and truth, and 
holiness, owing the principles that were the mainspring 
of their influence and success to a praying Christian 
mother.” 

Oscar Lowery, writing on the responsibility of parents, 
says, “I wish to call attention to the fact that a genius 
for vice or crime is a matter of inheritance as much as 
a taste for music, art, or mechanics. History proves that 
these abnormal instincts run through many families. The 
reader is doubtless more or less familiar with the rec- 
ords of the Max Jukes family of New York state. For 
these facts and figures have found their way into print 
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and have been used often in illustrating the dark side 
of the law of heredity. He was born in 1720. Of his 
903 descendants that have been traced, 300 children died 
prematurely, 200 were thieves, 145 drunkards, 90 were 
prostitutes, 91 illegitimate children, 480 out of the 903 
were suffering from venereal diseases; of the 200 who 
were criminally inclined, three paid the death penalty, 
and over 100 were imprisoned on an average of 13 years 
each. It is said that the various members of this fam- 
ily cost the state of New York more than a million 
dollars.. 


In contrast to this terrible record, I now direct your 
attention to the Jonathan Edwards family which furnishes 
us a splendid illustration of the gospel side of heredity. 
He was born in 1703. of the 1394 of his descendants 
whose records were studied, it was learned that 13 were 
presidents of leading universities and colleges, 65 were 
college and university professors, 60 were doctors, 100 
were ministers, 60 were prominent authors, 100 were 
lawyers, and 30 were judges. A number were mayors 
of cities, senators, congressmen and ministers of foreign 
countries. We are told that so far as known, only one 
of this famous family ever left a blot upon the family 
record—that was Aaron Burr who fought a duel and 
killed a fellow citizen. 


In Hebrews 11:7 we read, “By faith Noah, being 
warned of God of things not seen as yet, moved with 
fear, prepared an ark to the saving of his house...” 
The salvation of Noah’s family from the flood depended 
upon him but he succeeded. How? He heard God’s 
Word. He believed it; he acted upon it, he sacrificed 
time, energy, everything to build the ark. But it was 
worth it. He saved his house. His life was a grand 
success, and his name is among the heroes of faith in this 
wonderful eleventh chapter of Hebrews. Noah so lived 
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his religion that every member of his family had ab- 
solute confidence in his sincerity—in his experience. 

To every father and to every mother we would ask the 
the question, are you building an ark of safety, by faith 
and prayer, for your family? A minister was holding a 
meeting one night, in one of our western cities, and he 
urged upon the Christian people the fatal sin of neglect- 
ing family religion, especially the family altar. The next 
day as he was going down town, a boy of 14 or 15 passed 
him and said, “Oh sir, I wish you had been at our house 
last night.” The minister asked, “Why?” “Oh, some- 
thing happened, sir, I wish you had been there. I found 
out something I never knew before.” Then the boy be- 
gan to cry. The minister stepped aside with the boy into 
the entrance of a vacant store, and asked again, “What 
was it, my boy?” “Oh, I wish you had been there, sir, 
for father prayed, and I found out something.” “What 
was it?” “Oh, I found out I was a sinner. Father came 
home from the meeting and called us all into the room, 
and told me to get the Bible. I did, and he opened it 
and started to read. Then he started to cry and could not 
read any more. He told Mother he had been a poor 
husband, and she said he hadn’t. Then he asked us 
children to forgive him for not helping us live right, as 
a Christian father should, and for not reading the Bible 
to us. and praying with us. He said he was going to be a 
better father and asked Mother to pray for him. I found 
out I was a sinner. Oh sir, I wish you had been there.” 
With a few kind words the minister pointed the boy to 
Christ. The next week the united family worshipped God. 

Another minister, while calling at the homes of his 
people was met at the door of one home by a little girl. 
And he asked the child if her Mother was home.. The 
little one replied, “Are you sick?” “No,” was the answer. 

“Are you hurt?” “Why, no, little one, I came to see 
your Mother.” The child asked the minister if he had 
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come to see her mother about any one who was sick or 
injured, and when told this was not his mission, she 
said, “Then you can 't see Mother, for she prays from 9 
to 10 o'clock.” It was then twenty minutes after nine, 
but the minister sat down and waited forty minutes to 
see and talk with this praying mother. At ten o'clock 
she came into the room, her face radiant with the divine 
presence. Then the minister knew, without any further 
explanation, why that home was so bright; why the two 
sons from that home had entered the theological seminary, 
and the daughter was in the mission fields. In comment- 
ing on this experience, the minister said, “Why, all hell 
can’t tear a boy or a girl away from a mother like that.” 
“Is it getting night, is it getting night?” asked an ae 

Scotch woman, 97 years of age. “Husband,” she said, ` 
it getting night?” Her aged husband sat by her i, 
realizing she was about to leave him alone, bent down 
close to her and said, “Yes, Janet, it is getting night.” 
She was wandering a bit. In mind, she was back in other 
days with the children still about her. She was quiet 
a little while, and then said, ° “Are the boys all in?” “Yes,” 
he said, “the boys are all in.” She was still again, and 
then said, “TIl soon be in.” Yes, Janet, you'll soon be 
in.” “You'll soon come, too?” “Yes, by the grace of 
God, ۲11 soon come, too.” Then she stretched out those 
thin hands to draw him down by her side, and said, 
“Then He will shut us all in... all in.” Will that be 
true of your family? Will all. the boys, all the girls, 
Father and Mother, the whole family be in? 

Are all the children in? The night is falling, 

And storm clouds gather in the threatening west; 

The lowing cattle seek a friendly shelter; 

The bird hies to her nest; 

The thunder crashes; wilder grows the tempest, . 

And darkness settles o'er the fearful din. 


Come, shut the door, and gather round the heartstone— 
Are all the children in? 
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_ Are all the children in? The night is falling, 
= ‘When gilded ‘sin ‘doth walk about the- streets. 
Oh, at the last it biteth like a serpent! 
Poisoned are stolen sweets. — 
+: OQ. mothers! guard the feet..of. inexperience, 
Too prone to wander in the, paths of sin! |. 
Oh, shut the door of love against temptation! 
ek Are all the children in? 3 


| Arê all the children in? -The lî 15 falling, 
` The night of death is hastening on apace; 
bea bee Lotd is calling, “Enter thou thy chamber, 
And tarry there a ا6مہ‎ . 
. And when He comes, the King in all His glory, 
` ` Who died the. haneri death our hearts to win, 
. O, may the gates of heaven shut about us, | 
With all the children in. | 
; —Elizabeth 


“Where is that flock that I have given thee, that beau- 
tiful flock?” 


Why Transgress the Commandments 
` of God? © 


Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by 
your tradition? Matthew 15:3. 

Many are the questions that the religious leaders put to 
Christ in an endeavor to trap him and find occasion against 
His work. Several times Christ answered their question by 
asking some of His own. The question of this discussion 
is a searching one and all ministers and all religious teach- 
ers would do well to ponder its import. 

It is a solemn responsibility to be a mouthpiece for God. 
The eternal one never calls a man to be His messenger 
without Himself providing the message. As God’s mouth- 
piece he is to receive his message from God and deliver it 
to the people in the name of the Lord. “For the priest's 
lips should keep knowledge, and they should seek the law 
at his mouth: for he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts.” 
Malachi 2:7. The language of the New Testament exalts 
the minister to a place of high esteem in God's sight— 
“Now then we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God 
did beseech you by us: we pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye 
reconciled to God.” 2 Cor. 5:20. 

God's ambassador! God’s mouthpiece! “In Christ's 
stead.” Representatives of the kingdom of heaven—what 
higher and holier task! What more sacred responsibility 
can there be? To the minister, Christ has committed the 
work of reconciliation. “And all things are of God, who 
hath reconciled us to himself by Jesus Christ, and hath 
given to us the ministry of reconciliation.” 2 Cor. 5:18. 
The minister as an ambassador is to bear the message com- 
mitted to Him. He is to give the trumpet a certain sound. 
He is to seek the law at God’s mouth, “So thou, O son of 
man, I have set thee a watchman unto the house of Israel: 
therefore thou shalt hear the word at my mouth, and warn 
them from me. When I say unto the wicked, O wicked 
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man, thau shalt surely die; for thou dost not speak to 
to warn the wicked from his way, that wicked man ‘shall 
die in his iniquity; but his blood will n at ee 
hand.” Ezek. 33:7; 8. 
‘Over and over God lays the rero hili of the ما‎ 5 
ills and losses upon his watchmen. Their failure causes 
them. to perish. To “cry aloud and spare not,” Isaiah 58:1, 
is not pleasant and too often the minister seeks to inject his 
own ideas. Instead of giving God’s law they often give 
human reasoning and terrible are the consequences — 
“Hear, O earth; behold, I will bring evil upon this people, 
even the fruit of their thoughts, because they have not 
hearkened unto my words, nor to my law, but rejected it.” 
Jer. 6:19. Why do ye also transgress the commandment of 
God by your tradition? Matthew 15:3. 

God charges the ministers of having caused His people 
“to stumble at the law.” Mal. 2:8. He declares that the 
ministers have been “partial” with God’s law. Verse 9. 

Today there is much partiality shown against the fourth 
commandment. Where some seek to throw away all ten 
of God’s commandments in an effort to escape the fourth, 
others refer to the Sabbath commandment as the one that 
is non-essential. By ridicule and contempt, by the strangest 
lines of reasoning imaginable, by the misapplication of 
scriptures, they seek to prove the unimportance of God’s 
Sabbath. By precept and ex ample they would make the 
peop! e forget what God said—‘“Remember’’—"“Remem- 
ber the Sabbath day to keep it holy.” Ex. 20.8. 

Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God 

by your tradition? Matthew 15:3. 

‘The Sabbath is an integral part of the law of God. It is 
chosen by God to be the sign or badge of His power and 
` authority. Ezekiel 20:12, 20: It is the flag or emblem of 
His government. He accuses mankind of trampling His 
glad (Sabbath) in the dust. Isa. 58:13. He charges church 
leaders’ with willing’ blindness in not distinguishing be- 
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tween ordinary things and spiritual; between the holy and 
the common, between the commands of God and the tradi- 
tions of men. Ezek. 22:26. 


God cannot be worshipped acceptably with error. He is 
to be worshipped in Spirit and in Truth. John 4:24. Lip 
service, human doctrines, are declared to be vain worship 
by Jesus. “But in vain they do worship me, teaching for 
doctrines the commandments of Men.” Matt. 15:9. It ts 
not the number of years a custom has been in vogue nor 
the number of people that rally around a religious practice 
that gives it reliability or makes it acceptable to God. Only 
the word that comes from God leads to God. 


Man-made ways are not the way to go. “All roads,” it 
is said, “lead to Rome,” but man-made doctrines do not 
lead to heaven. “I am the way.” John 14:6. What did 
Jesus do? What did He teach? “There is a way that 
seemeth right unto a man, but the end thereof are the 
ways of death.” Prov. 16:25. 


Salvation is so important that it is most unwise to trust 
so valuable a gift solely to the hands of finite man regard- 
less of his high calling. We are not saved by another's 
faith or Christian experience. Individually we must accept 
the Lord Jesus Christ. Personal faith comes from personal 
study and knowledge. “Faith cometh by hearing, and hear- 
ing by the word of God.” Romans 10:17. We must read 
the word for ourselves. We can “know the certainty of 
those things, wherein thou hast been instructed.” Luke 1:4. 
The Master Teacher promises to every soul that is willing 
to obey that He will make him know true doctrine. John 
7:17. But we must do our part. “Study to show thyself 
approved unto God, . . . rightly dividing the word of 
truth.” 2 Tim. 2:15. We must individually dig into the 
mine of eternal truth as a miner digs for precious metal. 
Proverbs 2:1-5. 


When rightly divided—understood—God’s word is one 
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perfect whole, each part cooperating, strengthening and 
adding luster to the other. 

As a sample of inconsistency of teaching and applying 
the word of God, let me quote from the book, “With 
Christ After the Lost,” written by a prominent minister as 
a guide ta help Christian workers win souls. In the closing 
pages of his work, the author has a chapter on how to 
reach the deceived and deluded, among which he places 
the Universalists, the Unitarians, the Jews, the Catho- 
lics, the Seventh-day Adventists, the Christian Scientists, 
and others. 

In telling his workers how to meet these various “isms” 
and to help these (in his opinion) deluded people, he says 
this on page 329, speaking of the Seventh-day Adventists, 
who teach that the seventh day of the week, Saturday, 
should be kept as the Christian Sabbath: “Show them that 
the law (ten commandments) as a legal set of rules bind- 
ing on the consciences of men was done away in Christ’s 
rule of grace. Show them that the Sabbath obligation is 
declared to be done away with.” 

And reading on, I came to page 245 where this “teacher 
of preachers and Christian workers” is dealing with the 
Christian Scientists. He says, “Meet the Scientists with 
‘To the law and to the testimony: if they speak not accord- 
ing to this word, it is because there is no light in them.’ ” 
Isaiah 8:20. 

Surely this author was blowing both hot and cold in 
nearly the same breath. Imagine a man burdened to help 
needy people, meeting an Adventist on one corner of a 
city block, telling him, “Brother, you don’t need to keep 
the commandments of God. They have all been nailed to 
the cross. They have all been done away with. You are 
all wrong about keeping the fourth one, for we are ‘not 
under the law, but under grace. ” Then this worker for 
God goes on, and down at the end of the block he meets a 
Scientist. And in his desire to help this man, he completely 
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reverses his argument and. says, “Unless your. teachings 
measure up to the law of God and to.the testimony of the 
prophets, it is full proof there is no light in you... _ 

It occurred to. me — what sort of teaching would this 
man give utterance to if he had both a Scientist and an 
Adventist in the same room? I thought of that little lizard- 
like animal called the chameleon, which, when put upon 
brown will turn brown, and upon green turns green, and 
upon yellow turns yellow. One time they put the little fel- 
low on some Scotch plaid, and so the story goes, “He 
busted himself trying to make good.” Consistency in Bible 
teaching is a jewel. — 

Why do ye also transgress the commandment of God by 
your tradition? Matthew 14:3. | 

The ten commandments are not thrown overboard one 
day and back the next in order to gain an advantage over 
someone's teaching. This is not rightly dividing the word 
of truth; it is not arriving at any sane or safe conclusion of 
Scripture, but it is taking an isolated text away from its 
meaning, away from other corresponding texts and using it 
wrongfully; for it is a positive fact, and every child can 
understand it, that the commandments of the Lord are not 
in style or date one moment and out of style or out of date 
the next, in force upon one group and to be disobeyed by 
another. 

That many ministers are partial in regard to the ten 
commandment law as charged by God in Mal. 2:9, is seen 
in the various and conflicting arguments they use to avoid 
the claims of the fourth or Sabbath command. Though 
practically every minister will speak highly of God’s com- 
-mandments and urge obedience to this code of law as of 
primary importance, yet when attention is called to the 
claims of the fourth or Sabbath commandment—that the 
seventh day and not the first was blessed and set aside by 
God as holy time — immediately we hear many strange 
lines of argument presented to prove the unimportance of 
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the Sabbath day. It is declared to be “a yoke of bondage,” 
“given only for the Jews,” “belonging only to the Old 
Covenant,” or “a shadow of good things to come.” 

Strong texts of Scripture are woefully misapplied in 
seeking to substantiate this partiality against one of God’s 
commandments. Almost without exception, these leaders 
who will not obey the claim of the fourth commandment 
themselves and who try to prevent the people from doing 
so, seize upon Romans 6:14. With only the Sabbath in 
mind and endeavoring only to apply the language of this 
text to the fourth commandment, with strong emphasis 
they read, “Ye are not under the law, but under grace.” I 
repeat, the only one of the ten commandments this text 1s 
used against is the fourth, but it must be remembered that 
the Sabbath is only a part of the law, and if the fact we 
are not under the law absolves us from keeping the Sab- 
bath, then it just as surely frees us from obedience to the 
other nine precepts of the law. 

Supposing we make such an application. Take the 
. eighth commandment, which says, “Thou shalt not steal.” 

When the thief is reproved for his dishonest practices and 
is told that he should live by labor, and not by fraud, he 
may retort, “Your argument is not scriptural, for we are 
not under the law, but under grace, therefore I can steal 
as often as I please.” 

The violent man, whose hand is against every man, when 
told that hatred and violence are murder, and that the 
commandment says, “Thou shalt not kill,” has as good a 
right to use the text to justify himself as the man who uses 
it against the fourth commandment. “We are not under 
the law, but under grace,” he will say, as he makes an 
assault upon his neighbor. 

Who do ye also transgress the commandment of God by 
your tradition? Matthew 15:3. 

Suppose the minister who uses this argument goes as a 
missionary to China. He teaches the heathen that the Bible 
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is the word of God, and: to be obeyed, and an honest- 
minded heathen who reads the Bible for himself begins to 
keep the Sabbath, “according to the commandment: Luke 
23:56; Ex. 20:8- 11. Our friend rebukes him and - ‘Says, 

“That is not at all right; you must not .keep the Sabbath; 
we are not under the law, but under grace.” The poor 
Chinese does not see it clearly; but since:it.is much more 
convenient not to keep the Sabbath than to keep it, -he 
allows customs and convenience to make up for the ob- 
scurity, and-yields to his new teacher. = 

‘But the next day our missionary friend is shocked to find 
his riew convert making obeisance to a hideous idol, and 
burning some strange-smelling stuff before it. “What!” he _ 
exclaims; “have you forgotten that the great God who cre- 
ated all things has said, “Thou shalt. have no other gods 
before Me,’ and “Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven 
image ... thou shalt not bow.down thyself to them’? And 
the simple-minded man will reply, “Me ‘no forget; me 
‘member your teaching velly well; me not under the law, 
under grace.” By what arguments will our friend make it 
plain to him that while the expression, “not under the law, 
but under grace,” takes away the obligation to keep the 
fourth commandment, it does not in the least = our 
obligation to keep all the others?” 

Consistency in teaching is a jewel. Once and cs all, let 
it be settled in your hearts and minds that salvation by 
faith through God’s infinite grace does not release from 
obedience te God. Grace is not a license to sin. Grace re- 
leases us from condemnation and enables us to live righte- 
ously before:God—and righteousness is God working out 
His will intus.: Why do ye-also transgress the command- 
ment of God by your tradition? Matthew 15:3. 6 

To willingly:lead men and women into-error and dis- 
obedience in this matter is a terrible: mistake that spiritual 
leaders will have to face atthe judgment bar of God. This 
partiality of the law on .the:part of the ministers is a fatal 
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mistake. Every minister must face Christ's searching ques- 
tion, “Why do ye also transgress the sommandinent of 
God by your tradition.” 

God demands obedience. It is the test o our love for 
Christ. “If ye love me, keep my commandments.” John 
14-15. See also verses 21, 23 and 24. Obedience to God’s 
commandments is the proof of Christian experience. “And 
hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his 
commandments. He that saith, I know him, and keepeth 
not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in 
him. But whoso keepeth his word, in him: verily is the 
love of God perfected; hereby know we that we are in him. 
He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also to walk, 
even as he. walked.” 1 John 2:3-6. 2 

The enemy of our souls. would keep us in disobedience. 
He hates the commandments of God and particularly the 
Sabbath commandment, which is the sign of God’s creative 
and sanctifying power. See Ex. 20:8-11 and Eze. 20:12, 20. 

In visions the prophet John sees a world-wide message 
called the Everlasting Gospel, which gives particular em- 
phasis to obedience to the commandments of God. Rev. 
14:6-12. He also sees the efforts on the part of Satan to 
keep man in disobedience. “And the dragon was wroth 
with the woman, and went to make war with the remnant 
of her seed, which keep the commandments of God.” Rev. 
12:17. The dragon is Satan, the woman is the church. The 
remnant is the last portion of the true church in the last 
days. 

Blinded by prejudice, men speak of obedience to Gods 
command as legalism and a yoke of bondage. A veri- 
table flood of anti-law and anti-Sabbath literature has 
come upon us in recent years. Its mission is to oppose 
the Sabbath of the fourth commandment. The authors 
of thesé pamphlets and books would have us believe that 
those who uphold the Ten Commandments as the law 
of life are “legalists’” and ‘opposers of the grace’ of 
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Christ. They seem to forget the fact that for hundreds 
of years every illustrious Protestant preacher has up- 
held the majesty of the Ten Commandments. The anti- 
nomian, the one who denies the law, is undermining the 
very foundation principles of Protestantism, as well as the 
whole plan of redemption. He has departed from the 
faith. The antinomian may march under the banner of 
truth, but his words are the words of Antichrist. 

True obedience can only come as the fruitage of an in- 
dwelling Christ. When Jesus controls our life, then we will 
say as He did, “I delight to do thy will, O my God: yea, 
thy law is within my heart.” Ps. 40:8. No one would call 
Christ a legalist because He kept His Father's commands 
and taught others to do so. Why should that epitaph be 
applied to those who seek to follow in His steps? 


We often hear the expression, “Oh, I do not think God 
is so particular about this commandment or that command- 
ment. He is a God of love, and will not shut me out of 
heaven because of some little thing. Let us ever re- 
member that one sin brought strife to heaven. One sin 
filled this earth with misery and woe. If disobedience 
made Satan an exile from the courts of heaven, if one dis- 
obedience drove Adam and Eve from the Paradise of God, 
never think that you will receive a welcome there while 
living in willful transgression. Only commandment- 
keepers will dwell there, for all sin will be forever shut 
out. “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall 
. enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the 
will of my Father which is in heaven.” Matt. 7:21. 

Wilfull disobedience is the mark of the followers of 
Satan. Ephesians 2:2 tells us that Satan’s followers are 
called the “children of disobedience.” 

Obedience is especially emphasized as one of the out- 
standing characteristis of those who are invited to spend 
eternity with Him. For God says, “Here is the patience of 
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the saints: here are they that keep the commandments of 
God, and the faith of Jesus.” 

In this disobedient age when the hes of God and the 
laws of men are set aside as things of naught, God will be 
able to say of some, “Here are they that keep the com- 
mandments of God.” In this hour when lawlessness is 
rampant, when the gangsters and the lawless element take 
a toll of something like twenty-five billion dollars annually 
from this one nation alone; in this hour when the rank and 
file of men disregard the laws of God; in this hour when 
many ministers are so blinded by prejudice against certain 
of God's commandments that they seek to nail them all to 
the cross of Christ,—God says that He will produce a peo- 
ple that keep the commandments of God and have the 
faith of Jesus. 

Dear reader, won’t you yield completely to the will of 
God? Won't you come under new covenant relationship 
with the majesty of heaven and let Him write His entire 
law within your heart? It is the only true way of happi- 
ness. “Oh, that thou hadst harkened to My command- 
ments! then had thy peace been as a river, and thy right- 
eousness as the waves of the sea.” Isaiah 48: 18. “He that 
keepeth the law, happy is he.” Proverbs 29:18. Why do 
ye also transgress the commandment of God by your 
tradition ? 
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